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By Cynthia Brewer
Monsignor Benton Alfred Thurmond, 

88, of Inez, passed away Saturday, Nov. 
7, 2009, in Edna. He was born March 
27, 1921, in Inez, to the late Benton 
Thurmond and Rose 
Montag Thurmond. 

The community of 
Inez, the town in which 
Msgr. Thurmond was 
born, raised, minis-
tered and retired from 
his priestly ministry, 
wished him farewell 
with a Mass of Resur-
rection, November 11, 
2009, at St. Joseph 
Parish in Inez.

Msgr. Thurmond, 
the oldest of seven 
children, was actu-
ally born in what is 
now the rectory at St. 
Joseph Parish, the last 
parish of his priestly assignment.  His par-
ents were caretakers of St. Joseph Parish 
and lived in the house that was to become 
the rectory. 

Unbeknownst to him, he began prepar-
ing for the priestly ministry by assisting 
priests as an altar server and gate opener 
on the priests’ journeys to parishioners’ 
homes. At the age of 14, in 1935, he be-
gan attending St. John’s Seminary in San 
Antonio.  He graduated from high school 
at St. John’s and continued his college 
and seminary there, being ordained at 
San Fernando Cathedral by San Antonio 
Archbishop Robert E. Lucey on March 
19, 1946.  

Although St. Joseph in Inez was the 
parish at which Benton Thurmond was 
baptized and buried, he was on the move in 
between, having ministered at 16 parishes 
in the Archdiocese of San Antonio and the 
Diocese of Victoria.

He served in several parishes in the 
Archdiocese of San Antonio as assistant 
pastor and as pastor.  He served at St. 
James in Seguin from 1946 to 1948, St. 
Cornelius in Karnes City from 1948 to 
1950, Sts. Peter and Paul in New Braun-
fels from 1948 to 1950, St. Michael in 
Weimar from 1950 to 1951, Sacred Heart 
in Flatonia from 1951 to 1956, St. Mary’s 
in Fredericksburg in 1956, Sts. Peter and 
Paul in Plum 1957, St. Joseph in Devine 
1958, St. Mary’s in High Hill 1959, St. 
Joseph in Nixon in 1959, 1961 and 1966, 
St. Anthony in Runge from 1966 to 1972, 
St. John the Baptist in St. John and As-
cension of Our Lord in Moravia in 1972.  
He was incardinated into the Diocese of 
Victoria upon its creation and continued at 
St. John’s and Ascension until 1984.  He 
ministered at St. Philip in El Campo from 
1984 to 1989, Holy Family in Wharton 
from 1989 to 1990, and St. Joseph in 
Inez from 1990 to his retirement, August 
1, 2003.   On May 16, 2001, Pope John 
Paul II gave Father Thurmond the title 
monsignor.

Msgr. Thurmond is survived by his 

In loving memory of 
Msgr. Benton Thurmond

brother, Lee Thurmond, of Houston.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents; 
sisters, Lola Rose Dramer and Leola Sla-
decek; and brothers, Charlie, Albert, and 
Orville Thurmond.

A Mass was said 
at St. Joseph Church 
in Inez on November 
11 by the Most Rev. 
David E. Fellhauer, 
bishop of the Diocese 
of Victoria, and con-
celebrated with Arch-
bishop Emeritus John 
Yanta of the Diocese 
of Amarillo, Msgr. 
Thomas C. McLaugh-
lin, vicar general and 
chancellor of the Dio-
cese of Victoria, and 
over 30 priests from 
the diocese. Burial 
followed at St. Joseph 
Catholic Cemetery in 

Inez.
At his funeral Mass, Bishop Fellhuaer 

said Msgr. Thurmond was a friend, priest, 
colleague and brother.  “Many of you 
cared for him so tenderly and did so much 
for him to make his life comfortable.  I 
know the Lord will reward you.”

“Msgr. Thurmond had 63 years in the 
priesthood.  We give God thanks for his 
vocation and ministry,” he continued.

In his homily, Bishop Fellhauer said 
that the choice of Matt. 25:31-ff. – the Last 
Judgment – for Msgr. Thurmond’s Mass, 
“was an easy pick.”  

“My knowledge of Msgr. Benton 
Thurmond is that he was the person who 
did for the least of his brothers.  Looking 
for those alone or marginalized, away 
from the church - sometimes because of 
a [broken] marriage.  He’d come to me 
and tell me, ‘You need to come and con-
firm this one.’ I’d drive and he’d tell me 
where to go.” 

“One of the greatest characteristics of 
Msgr. Thurmond’s priesthood was that 
he always went out seeking people.  He 
had always been very zealous, among 
other things. … bringing people to the 
church, finding people who were in need 
and wanted to get back and find God,” the 
bishop said of Msgr. Thurmond on the oc-
casion of his 60th anniversary.

Bishop John Yanta brought a couple of 
Polish priests and sisters from San Antonio 
to Msgr. Thurmond’s funeral.  At the burial 
he spoke saying that Father Thurmond was 
pastor of St. Anthony in Runge – Bishop 
Yanta’s family parish.  

Although he was very involved with 
Czech heritage, Msgr. Thurmond was part 
Polish on his mother’s side, Bishop Yanta 
said.   He was a member of the Polish 
American Priest Association, which was 
started in San Antonio by a group of priests 
and whose first president was Bishop 
Yanta.  Currently there are 100 priests in 
Texas and 4,000 priests in the USA who 

See Msgr. Benton Thurmond, p. 3

ADVENT WREATH—Advent, a season of joyful expectation before Christmas, 
began Nov. 29 this year. The Advent wreath, with a candle marking each week of 
the season, is a traditional symbol of the period. (CNS photo/Octavio Duran)

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — While 
Catholics and Orthodox struggle to come to 
an understanding of the role of the pope in 
the life of the Church and other issues still 
dividing them, they must reach out together 
to help hurting people and a hurting planet, 
Pope Benedict XVI said.

Pope Benedict made his comments in 
a letter to Ecumenical Orthodox Patriarch 
Bartholomew of Constantinople on the 
feast of St. Andrew, the patron saint of the 
patriarchate. The letter was delivered by 
Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity, who led a Vatican delegation to the 
Orthodox celebration of the Nov. 30 feast 
day in Istanbul, Turkey.

The joint international commission 
for Catholic-Orthodox dialogue has been 
studying issues related to papal authority, 
looking first at how the bishop of Rome ex-
ercised his ministry in the united Christian 
church of the first millennium.

The pope told the patriarch the topic 
“is certainly complex and will require 

Pope urges Catholic-Orthodox 
cooperation in aid, ecology

extensive study and patient dialogue if we 
are to aspire to a shared integration of the 
traditions of East and West.”

He said Catholics see the papal ministry 
as God’s gift to the church.

“This ministry should not be interpreted 
in the perspective of power, but within an 
ecclesiology of communion, as a service to 
unity and charity,” Pope Benedict wrote.

The goal of the theological dialogue 
is to use the model of unity from the first 
millennium to find a way that “the ministry 
of the bishop of Rome may accomplish a 
service of love recognized by one and all,” 
he said.

The pope said that while the Catholic 
and Orthodox churches have not achieved 
their goal of full unity, “many steps have 
been taken that have enabled us to deepen 
the bonds between us.”

However, he said, there still are some 
Catholics and Orthodox “who remain 
bound to the remembrance of historical 
differences” and hold on to the pain from 

See Pope urges 
Catholic-Orthodox, p. 17
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Bishop Fellhauer’s 
Schedule

Have You Moved? Address Changed?
Call 361-573-0828 with the change in your address.

Saves Money!

2009 DSA & Reflection of 
Faith Capital Campaign Updates

2009 DSA 

Diocesan Goal:      $1,282,100.00
Parish Pledge Totals:    $637,894.64
Parish Contribution Totals:   $615,184.02
Number of Parish Families Participating:  3,774

REFLECTION OF FAITH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Diocesan Goal:    $9,000,000.00
Parish Pledge Totals:    $13,417,963.10
Parish Contribution Totals:   $6,591,676.83
Number of Parish Families Participating:  6,953

Catholic parishes in the Diocese of 
Victoria will conduct the 22nd annual ap-
peal for the Retirement Fund for Religious 
on December 13, 2009. The collection 
theme is “Share in the Care.” 

In 2008, the Diocese of Victoria con-
tributed $36,506.24 to this collection. 
The Missionary Catechists of the Sacred 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary and the Sisters 
of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacra-
ment received in 2009 a combined total of 
$68,477.50 in financial assistance made 
possible by the Retirement Fund.

The collection is coordinated by the 
National Religious Retirement Office 
(NRRO) in Washington, D.C., and benefits 
thousands of elderly women and men re-
ligious whose communities lack adequate 
funding for retirement. 

“The collection has been the most 
successful campaign in the history of the 
Church in the United States, which is tes-
timony to the gratitude many feel for the 
services they have received from religious 
orders,” said Sister Janice Bader, a Sister 
of the Most Precious Blood of O’Fallon, 
Missouri, and NRRO executive director.

“I am continually heartened by the 
overwhelming generosity of Catholics to 
this fund each year,” she said. “Even in 
these difficult financial times, Catholics 
across the nation find a way to give back 
to the women and men religious who 
sacrificed so much for our Church and 
our world.”  

The 2008 collection drew over $28.2 
million. Since 1988, Catholics have 
donated nearly $589 million to the an-
nual appeal. Approximately 95 percent 
of these donations are distributed almost 
immediately to support the care of senior 
religious. 

The 2008 appeal, for example, enabled 
the National Religious Retirement Office 
to distribute over $23 million to 483 reli-
gious institutes. These funds supplemented 
the day-to-day care of elder religious and 
helped religious institutes implement long-
range retirement strategies. The NRRO 
also distributed close to $3 million in 
targeted financial assistance to support 
self-help projects, such as collaborative 
health care facilities, initiated by religious 
institutes.

The retirement crisis developed as de-

Parishes to conduct annual collection for elderly Religious 
December 13

mographics of religious institutes changed 
so that now there are more elderly than 
younger members. The problem has been 
compounded by skyrocketing health care 
costs.  Today, there are more than 35,000 
women and men religious over age 70, 
and more than 5,500 religious require 
skilled care.

Historically, older religious worked 
for years for small stipends, with surplus 
income reinvested in their ministries, such 

EL CAMPO—Knights of Columbus 
Councils 2490, Archbishop Drossaerts, El 
Campo, is the recipient of the Columbian 
Award for the 2008-2009 fraternal year. 
The award is presented for excellence in 
the sponsorship of programs that serve 
families, Church, youth, and community, 
as well as council members.

Knights of Columbus international 
headquarters, located in New Haven, 
Connecticut, made the announcement.  
Kenneth Trochta, District Deputy 148, 
presented the engraved plaque award to 
the council at a recent monthly meeting.

Supreme Knight, Carl A. Anderson, 
president of the international organiza-
tion, in recognizing the local winner, said, 
“Please accept my sincere congratulations 
upon attaining this prestigious award.  
The dedication to the principles and 
aims of the Order shown by your officers 
and members is exemplified by the high 

as schools and social service agencies. 
Retirement was not a priority in the past 
when there were enough younger members 
to care for older ones.

Over the next 10 to 15 years, the num-
ber of religious age 25 to 74 is expected 
to decrease sharply. With this decline, the 
income of religious institutes will drop 
precipitously. 

For more information, please visit 
www.retiredreligious.org

Grand Knight  John Tumlinson of KC Council 2490, is presented the Columbian 
Award for the 2008-2009 fraternal year on behalf of the El Campo council  by 
District Deputy Kenneth Trochta, district 148.

Local Knights of Columbus Council 
Receives International Recognition

standard of excellence you have achieved.  
At the same time, I encourage you to 
carry forward this enthusiasm to meet the 
challenges that will face the Knights of 
Columbus in the years ahead.  May this 
award be a reminder and an inspiration to 
the members of your council to promote 
the ideals of Columbianism for the good 
of the Church, your community, and the 
Order.”

Grand Knight, John Tumlinson, head 
of the local council, said, “Receiving 
this award is quite an honor. We’re very 
pleased with this accomplishment.”  

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, 
family, fraternal, service organization with 
nearly 1.75 million dues-paying members 
worldwide.  In 2008 they gave more than 
68 million hours of volunteer service and 
donated $150 million to charitable and 
benevolent causes. Please visit www.kofc.
org for more information.

The Chancery Office will 
be closed for the

Holy Day of  Obligation
Immaculate Conception

December 8

December

6 10:00 a.m., Mass, Institution 
of Larry Hoelscher as 
Acolyte, St. Philip Church, 
El Campo

 5:00 p.m. ,  Knights  of 
Columbus 4th Degree 
Christmas gathering, Holy 
Family Church, Victoria

7 6 : 3 0  p . m . ,  C a t h o l i c 
Daughters of the Americas 
and Knights of Columbus 
Council 1329 Christmas 
gather ing ,  Kn ights  o f 
Columbus Hall, Victoria

8 8:15 a.m., School Mass,, 
N a z a r e t h  A c a d e m y, 
Victoria

9 6:30 p.m. ,  Knights  of 
St. Gregory Christmas 
gathering, Colony Creek 
Country Club, Victoria

12 5:00 p.m., Mass, Incarnate 
Word Chapel (Renewal 
Center)

 6 : 3 0  p . m . ,  B i s h o p ’ s 
Christmas Dinner at the 
Spiritual Renewal Center

13 9:00 a.m., Mass, Institution 
as Acolytes of Permanent 
Deacon candidates, St. 
Joseph Church, Moulton

14 2:00 p.m., Meeting and 
Chr i s tmas  ga the r i ng , 
St. Mary’s Altar Society, 
Victoria

15 3:00 p.m., Diocesan Finance 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

16 4:30 p.m., Diocesan Building 
Board meeting, Chancery 
Office

19 10:00 a.m., Mass, Ordination 
of Permanent Deacons, Our 
Lady of Victory Cathedral

24 4:00 p.m., Incarnate Word 
and Blessed Sacrament 
Infirmary, Victoria

 Midnight Mass, Our Lady of 
Victory Cathedral

29 6:00 p.m., Mass, Serra Club 
Christmas gathering for 
seminarians and religious 
in formation, Holy Family 
Church, Victoria

January 2010

4-8 Texas Bishops’ Retreat, 
Oblate Renewal Center, 
San Antonio

10-14 First Week of Diocesan 
Priests’ Retreat
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Thank You Notes

In Memory of ...

Sister M. Scholastica Friesenhahn, 
IWBS, age 
89,  died 
Wednes-
day, Nov. 
18, 2009. 
She was 
born Feb. 
6 ,  1920, 
i n  N e w 
Braunfels, 
to the late 
G r e g o r 
and Maria 
Fey Fri-
esenhahn. 
She was a 
member of the Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament.

Sister received her elementary educa-
tion at St. Joseph’s School in Comal and 
her high school diploma from Blessed 
Sacrament Academy in San Antonio. 
Sister Scholastica entered Blessed Sacra-
ment Convent as a postulant on Jan. 6, 
1938, and became a novice on July 20, 
1938. She made her first profession of 
vows on July 26, 1939, in San Antonio 
and pronounced her final vows on July 
26, 1942, in Victoria.

Sister Scholastica earned a B.A. degree 
from Our Lady of the Lake College with 
a major in English and a minor in history 
and a M.A. degree from Incarnate Word 
College with a major in education and a 
minor in math. Sister ministered as teacher 
and/or principal at Sacred Heart School 
in Hallettsville, St. Agnes School and St. 
Leo School in San Antonio, St. Ludmila 
Academy in Shiner, Sts. Peter & Paul in 
Frelsburg, Immaculate Conception School 
in Sealy, and Blessed Sacrament Academy 
in San Antonio, where she also served as 
treasurer and cafeteria manager.

While at Blessed Sacrament Academy, 
Sister Scholastica had become involved 

Sr.  Scholastica Friesenhahn, IWBS
with the Alamo District Math Teachers 
and the Texas and National Mu Alpha 
Theta Chapters in which she held various 
leadership positions. She was named Ex-
emplary Mathematics Teacher in 1987-88 
and received the Hueke Award for Out-
standing Chapter in 1988. In 1995, Sister 
received the National Most Dedicated 
Sponsor Award. In 1996, she was named 
Outstanding Leader in Catholic Schools 
in the Archdiocese of San Antonio and 
Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year. Sister 
Scholastica said, “I thank God for the op-
portunities to serve His people in Catholic 
Education. I want to wear out, not rust out. 
I hope I have made a difference.”

Sister also loved to grow vegetables 
and do arts and crafts projects. In 2006, 
due to failing health, Sister Scholastica 
moved to the Incarnate Word Convent 
where she ministered in the Apostolate of 
Prayer and Suffering.

She is survived by sisters-in-law, Ev-
elyn Friesenhahn and Gertie Friesenhahn, 
and beloved nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers, Paul Friesenhahn and 
Herman Friesenhahn; and sisters, Ger-
trude Friesenhahn, Lucy Friesenhahn, 
Helen Friesenhahn, and Rose Friesenhahn 
Hanson.

A rosary and wake service with eve-
ning praise and sharing of memories were 
held at the convent on Nov. 20, 2009. 
Funeral services were held at the convent 
on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2009, with the Rev. 
Phi Nguyen presiding. Burial followed at 
Catholic Cemetery No. 3.

Pallbearers were family members: 
Johnny Friesenhahn, Robert Christmas, 
Leroy Friesenhahn, Norbert Jenschke, 
Larry Friesenhahn, Danny Friesenhahn, 
Kevin Kempf and John Jenschke.

Memorials may be made to Hospice of 
South Texas, Incarnate Word Convent, or 
donor’s choice.

By Cynthia Brewer
A number of Polish priests and reli-

gious traveled from San Antonio to Inez to 
pay respects to Msgr. Benton Thurmond, 
who passed away November 7, 2009.  
Msgr. Thurmond was a fellow Polish priest 
who had helped to increase the awareness 
of the tragedy suffered by clergy, many 
of them Polish, at the hands of the Nazis 
in World War II at Dachau Concentration 
Camp.

Bishop John Yanta, retired bishop 
of Amarillo and first president of the 
Polish American Priests 
Association, transported 
a group to Msgr. Ben-
ton Thurmond’s funeral, 
held November 11, at St. 
Joseph Church in Inez. 
Journeying with him were 
Msgr. Frank Kurzaj, Rev. 
Thaddeus Tabak, SDS, 
Barbara Jendryczka and 
Sister Hedwig Marek.

At the burial, Bish-
op Yanta explained that 
Msgr. Thurmond was re-
sponsible for the printing 
of the English translation 
of the book And Who Will 
Kill You ~ The Chronicles 
of the Life and Sufferings of Priests in 
the Concentration Camps by Bedrich 
Hoffmann. 

The translation and printing of the 
English edition is actually a story of 
teamwork among American Religious of 
both Polish and Czech descent.  With the 
help of Barbara Jendryczka, and a story 
from the 1995 issue of the Texas Czech 
Heritage Society quarterly newsletter, 
CESKY HLAS (The Czech Voice), by John 
E. Janacek, a retired publisher, now living 
in Yorktown, the story of the inception of 
the English translation of the book has 
been pieced together.

Father Bedrich Hoffmann, a Czech 
priest and Dachau prisoner, originally 
compiled the book, A KDO VAS ZABIJE, 
in the Czech language.   According to 
the CESKY HLAS, while on a visit to 
Czechoslovakia in 1948, Msgr. Joseph 
Kunc of East Bernard got a copy of A 
KDO VAS ZABIJE and brought it back 
to Texas.  Another copy was donated to 
Harvard University.

Canon Bernard Goebel, a Polish priest 
who for five years was imprisoned in 
Dachau and a living witness to the trag-
edies recorded in the book, had moved to 
the Diocese of San Antonio after the war 
(he was at St. Michael Parish in Weimar 
in 1952, and then at Immaculate Concep-
tion in Panna Maria, where he resided 20 
years, before dying 10 years ago).  He 
learned that there was a copy of the book 
here in Texas and was inspired to get the 
book published in English.

According to Father Goebel’s niece, 
Barbara Jendryczka, Father Goebel got 

Msgr. Thurmond’s book 
~ And Who Will Kill You …

the late Bishop John L. Morkovsky of the 
Diocese of Galveston-Houston to translate 
the book into English text, with the help 
of some young Czechs.  

It was then deeded to the Congrega-
tion of the Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament in Victoria, who typed the 
manuscript.  Upon completion of the 
typing, the Sisters gave the manuscript to 
Msgr. Thurmond who, unable to find an 
American publisher, had the English trans-
lation published by the Polish publishing 
press Pallottinum.  With his sponsorship 

and private funds, Msgr. 
Thurmond had 5,000 
copies printed.

With the passing of 
Msgr. Thurmond, I had 
been concerned as to 
how people could find 
copies of his book, for I 
knew there was only one 
copy of it at the library in 
the chancery office at the 
Diocese of Victoria, and 
I was selfishly holding 
onto my own personal 
copy. Thankfully, our 
visitors from San An-
tonio have provided me 
with information on how 

to  obtain a copy.
If you’d like a copy, please send a 

check for $20 and a request for And Who 
Will Kill You  to Sr. Hedwig Marek, 138 
Beethoven St., San Antonio, TX 78210.  
A donation of $2.50 for postage would be 
acceptable.

Upon learning the history of its trans-
lation, it seems that And Who Will Kill 
You? has taken quite a journey of its own 
as well.

Thank you for your generous support 
of the 2009 Diocesan Services Appeal and 
the Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign.  
As the year draws to a close, it is time to 
consider your year-end contributions to 
the Diocese of Victoria.  Please keep in 
mind that the Diocese of Victoria 
will be closed December 23 
through January 3.  If you wish to 
make a donation to the 2009 Dioc-
esan Services Appeal or the Reflec-
tion of Faith Capital Campaign, please do 
so on or before December 21.  In addition, 
if you wish to make a donation above your 

Year-End Contributions to the 
Diocese of Victoria

normal payment for tax purposes, please 
do so on or before December 21, to ensure 

the posting of your donation by the 
end of the calendar year.  

The Business Office contin-
ues to monitor all pledge activity 

to the DSA and capital campaign.  
End of year “Tax Contribution State-

ments” will be mailed from the Diocese 
of Victoria in mid – January 2010.  Any 

questions regarding the Diocesan Services 
Appeal or the Reflection of Faith Capital 
Campaign should be directed to Sue Ellen 
Galvan at 361-573-0828 ext. 20.

are Polish, or are of Polish decent, belong-
ing to PAPA.  Bishop Yanta closed with 
the singing of Serdeczna Matko, a Polish 
religious song to the Blessed Mother. 

Bishop Yanta also mentioned that 
Msgr. Thurmond was responsible as editor 
and financial sponsor of the publishing of 
the English edition of And Who Will Kill 
You…. ~ The Chronicle of the Life and 
Sufferings of Priests in the Concentra-
tion Camps by Bedrich Hoffmann.  Msgr. 
Thurmond also published the History of 
St. Mary’s High Hill, a parish he served 
in 1959. 

“Father Thurmond was a friend of 
mine,” said Msgr. Frank Kurzaj of St. Paul 
Parish in San Antonio, who came with 
Bishop Yanta.

“We owe him a lot because of the way 
he treated us as newcomers” when we 
came from Poland to Texas. Msgr. Kurzaj 
came to the archdiocese with 22 other Pol-
ish priests 23 years ago.

He said that Msgr. Thurmond had the 
ministry of presence, by simply being 
present as a priest, always dressed as a 
cleric.

“He was a Faithful Navigator.  No 
matter what, he was present, even when 
he was sick.  At the end he was working 
for the Church by just being there,” he 
said.  “A great priest loves the church, 
loves the people.” 

Msgr. Arnold Anders, currently resid-
ing at Mount Carmel Home in Corpus 
Christi, said he and the Thurmonds 
pretty much grew up together.  His brother, 
James, was born the same year as Benton, 

in 1921.  The Anders’ lived near El Toro 
and the Thurmonds owned the grocery 
store in Inez.

“In the 4th grade, my brother and I 
walked to the church in Inez where Brother 
Thurmond” would teach Catechism while 
he was home from St. John’s Seminary in 
San Antonio. He was 14 years old.  

“He’d take us boys to Arenosa Com-
munity Creek to the bridge, when there 
was water in the creek,” he said.  “I re-
member repeating some [unkind] words 
I had heard the older boys say.  Brother 
Thurmond said to me, ‘You don’t have to 
repeat what they say.’”

“It was my first physical instruction 
outside of Catechism classes,” he said.  

According to Mark Maraggia, the 
master of ceremonies at Msgr. Thurmond’s 
60th anniversary in 2006, Msgr. Thur-
mond’s interests included history and rais-
ing rose bushes and pecan trees.  He was 
involved in the KCs, CDA, Boy Scouts, 
Polish American Priests Association, and 
although he was Polish, not Czech, he was 
a charter member of the Victoria Czech 
society.  He also coached a Little League 
baseball team with Coach Kasparek from 
Weimar, which made it to the state level 
in Texarkana.

He was also a charter member and first 
president of Wharton County Czech Heri-
tage Society, said Mrs. Edith Molberg, 2nd 
vice president of the organization. 

A reception sponsored by the KCs and 
Altar Society was held at the parish activ-
ity center after the burial.

Msgr. Benton Thurmond
Continued from p. 1

From the Vatican, 21 October, 2009
Your Excellency,

The Holy Father has asked me to 
acknowledge the offering of $35,331.05, 
which you sent from the Diocese of Victo-
ria as Peter’s Pence for the year 2009.

His Holiness is well aware that your 
people’s faith motivated their contribu-
tions.  He is appreciative of their willing-
ness to assist him in the exercise of his 
ministry and he prays that the Lord Jesus 
may grant them an increase of the joy 
and peace that flow from fidelity to the 
Gospel.

With affection in the Lord the Holy 
Father cordially imparts his Apostolic 
Blessing to you and to all the clergy, reli-
gious and laity of the diocese.

With personal good wishes, I remain
Yours sincerely in Christ,
Tarcisio Cardinal Bertone
Secretary of State
The Vatican
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Seminary Burses
Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the Diocese of 
Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest from this amount is applied yearly to 
the education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or in honor of an individual priest 
or lay persons, living or deceased.  Publication of the burses will appear periodically when new 
contributions are received.  

As of November 24, 2009           
   TOTALS
— General Seminary Burse
Previously reported   $95,099.00
In memory of Leona Bochat by 
 M/M Robert Bochat            25.00
  Total $95,124.00

— Josephat R. Janak Seminary Burse #2
Previously reported  $1,558.77
In memory of 11th anniversary of death of 

Josephat R. Janak by 
 Rose Marie Janak & Family  20.00
  Total $1,578.77

— Rev. Msgr. Benton A. Thurmond 
Seminary Burse

Previously reported  $1,275.00
Gift to burse by Mr. Edwin J. Peters 200.00
In memory of Rev. Msgr. Benton A. 
 Thurmond by M/M Dyrel Holmes &
 Family  100.00
  Total $1,575.00

— Rev. Celestino Say Seminary Burse   
(Catholic Life Ins.)

Previously reported  $3,190.00
In memory of Dan Gillar by 
 Our Lady of Lourdes Altar Soc.  25.00
  Total $3,215.00

— Rev. Jerome J. Stryk Seminary
Previously reported  $11,664.50
In memory of Adolph Jasek by 
 Louis Stryk   20.00
  Total $11,684.50

— Catholic Daughters of America Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Court #1374

Previously reported  $4,207.72
In memory of Antonio “Toney” Barosk by
CDA Court #1374            55.00
  Total $4,262.72

— Rev. Msgr. Albert Henkes Seminary 
Burse

Previously reported  $2,740.00
In memory of Herman A. Henkes Jr. by
 Elizabeth Henkes Loos and  
 Alois Henkes   25.00
In memory of Herman Henkes Jr. by 
 M/M Derwood Brandstetter
 and Mrs. Dorothy Schaffner  20.00
  Total $2,785.00

— Holy Family Catholic Church Seminary 
Burse

Donation to burse by parishioners in honor 
 of the Year of the Priests  $15,000.00

— Knights of Militia Immaculata, St. 
Anthony Village of Bay City Burse

Previously reported  $200.00
In memoryof John Acosta by 
 Militia of Immaculata  100.00
                Total $300.00

— Knights of Columbus Victoria Council 
#1329 Seminary Burse #3

Previously reported  $9,057.50
In memory of Joe G. Infante by 
 KC Council 1329  100.00
  Total $9,157.50

— Knights of Columbus 4th Degree St. 
Michael’s Assembly #1527

 Weimar, TX Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $3,070.00
In memory of Bennie J. Rerich by 
 KC 4th Degree #1527          200.00
  Total $3,270.00

— Rev. Roman M. Janak & Rev. Msgr. 
Hubert J. Janak Seminary Burse

Previously reported  $14,104.84
In  honor of Milton & Annie Wagner by 
 M/M S.E. Golsch   20.00
  Total $14,124.84

— Sr. M. Barbara Konvicka Seminary 
Burse

Previously reported  $150.00
In memory of Tonie Matula Christen by
 Evelyn Konvicka            15.00
  Total $165.00

Those wishing to begin a burse or to 
contribute to an existing seminary burse 
may do so by sending their contributions 
with the appropriate burse designation 

to:  

sEmiNARy BuRsEs 
DIOCESE OF VICTORIA

P. O. BOX 4070
VICTORIA, TX  77903

— Rev. Charles Kram Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $2,710.00
Gift to burse by Milam F. Herchek 1,000.00
In honor of Joe & Benita Roller’s 
 golden wedding anniversary by 
 Edmund & Lucille Zissa   50.00
  Total $3,760.00

— Rev. Theophil Okruhlik & Rev. Vincent 
Verdarame Seminary Burse

Previously reported   $9,760.44
In honor of Fr. Donald Hayden by 
 Tina Hubenak & Family   50.00
  Total $9,810.44

—Rev. John C. Peters Seminary Burse #4
Previously reported  $8,419.00
In memory Rev. Donald Hayden by 
 Serra Club of Victoria            25.00
          Total $8,444.00

— Rev. Joseph A. Koebel Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $6,318.00
Gift from Catholic Daughters #1595 150.00
  Total $6,468.00

— Rev. John C. Bily Seminary Burse
Previously reported  $7,929.00
In memory of Bennie Rerich by 
 Donnie & Martha Cowling Family     20.00
In memory of Rev. Charles Carolan by 
 M/M James H. Janak             50.00
In memory of David Miksch by 
 Edwin J. Peters  100.00
  Total $8,099.00

Additional Burses for 
donations:

Rev. Joe Levya 
Rev. Marcus Valenta
Rev. Godfrey F. Kuratko 
Rev. Msgr. John Hanacek 
Catholic Family Fraternal of Texas KJZT 

Burse #5
Sophie Schmidt
Rev. Sean Donohue Burse #2
Rev. Msgr. Robert Schmidt
Rev. Msgr. Vaclavic Bily  
Rev. John C. Bily 
St. Mary’s Church – Praha 
St. Mary’s Church – High Hill 

By Cynthia Brewer
The Diocese of Victoria will celebrate 

the ordination of four men to the permanent 
diaconate Saturday morning. 10 a.m., De-
cember 19, 2009, at Our Lady of Victory 
Cathedral in Victoria.  All are invited to 
attend the Ordination Mass.

Those to be ordained are Milburn Kram 
of St. Joseph’s, Moulton; Patrick Kubala of 
St. John, New Taiton; Joe Machacek of Sts. 
Cyril & Methodius, Shiner; and Joe Ramos 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Bay City. 

These four men were received through 
the rite of the Candidacy and were later 
installed as Lectors and Acolytes.   For the 
past six years in preparation for ordination 
as permanent deacons in the Roman Catholic 
Church they went through monthly spiritual 
formation and took college courses in Phi-
losophy, Theology and other social sciences 

The four men to be ordained permanent deacons on Dec. 19 are pictured here 
when they received the rite of Acolyte in 2007.  They and their spouses are pic-
tured with Bishop David Fellhauer at St. Joseph’s Parish in Moulton.  From left 
to right are Milburn Kram and his wife, Marian; Patrick Kubala and his wife, 
Becky; Bishop Fellhauer; Joseph Machacek and his wife, Mary; and Joseph Ramos 
and his wife, Letisia.

Four men to be ordained 
permanent deacons December 19

under the auspices of St. Thomas University 
at St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston.  

Four other men will have the rite of 
Acolyte conferred upon them by Bishop 
Fellhauer.  Bill Brisco of St. Michael in 
Weimar, whose spouse is Patricia; Kenneth 
Fishbeck of St. Joseph’s in Moulton, whose 
spouse is Kathy; and Larry Koether of Holy 
Cross in Bay City, whose spouse is Lynn, 
will receive the rite at St. Joseph Parish in 
Moulton at the 9 a.m. Sunday Mass, Dec. 
13.  Larry Hoelscher will be instituted an 
Acolyte at St. Philip Church in El Campo 
at the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass on Dec. 6.  His 
wife is Patricia.

Selection of prospective candidates for 
the permanent diaconate is in progress.  For 
more information contact the Director of 
Formation, P. O. Box 399, Moulton, TX 
77975.

Please Pray for Priests
Dear Lord,
 we pray that the Blessed Mother
 wrap her mantle around your priests
 and through her intercession
 strengthen them for their ministry.
We pray that Mary will guide your priests 

to follow her own words,
 “Do whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5).
May your priests have the heart of St.    

Joseph, Mary’s most chaste spouse.
May the Blessed Mother’s own pierced 

heart inspire them to embrace
 all who suffer at the foot of the cross.
May your priests be holy,
 filled with the fire of your love
 seeking nothing but your greater glory 

and the salvation of souls.
Amen.

Saint John Vianney, pray for us.
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Twenty Something
By christina capecchi
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Spring break trip led honoree 
to a career seeking justice in fields

By Patricia Zapor 
Catholic News Service 

BALTIMORE (CNS) — When Brigitte 
Gynther took a spring break trip to Florida 
while a student at the University of Notre 
Dame, little did she imagine it would put 
her on a career track, working for farm-
workers’ rights.

During that trip, instead of sunning 
on a beach, Gynther and fellow students 
worked in the tomato fields alongside 
immigrant workers who make pennies a 
pound for back-breaking labor. Though 
she had been introduced to the Catholic 
Church’s social justice teachings at school, 
the first-hand experience led her on a new 
path in life.

Instead of being advised to give to the 
poor and do charitable work, Gynther said 
she had her first opportunity to listen to 
people like the field hands she met.

“Farmworkers are so ignored,” she 
said, and that is what makes them subject 
to being held in slavelike conditions in 
extreme cases.

Gynther, now 27 and the coordinator 
of Interfaith Action of Southwest Florida, 
was the recipient Nov. 16 of the Cardinal 
Bernardin New Leadership Award from 
the Catholic Campaign for Human Devel-
opment. The award was given at a recep-
tion during the fall general assembly of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Interfaith Action is a network of indi-
viduals and religious institutions work-
ing in partnership with the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers to improve wages and 
end human rights abuses in the region’s 
agriculture industry.

As Gynther explained at the reception 
after receiving her award, CCHD was 
one of the first organizations to provide 
funding for the Immokalee, Fla., workers 
to organize and to work for grass-roots 
support to get better wages and improve 
working conditions in Florida’s tomato 
fields.

In a series of hard-fought victories the 
coalition and its supporters have persuaded 
major food distributors — including Yum 
Foods, the parent company of Taco Bell, 
KFC and Pizza Hut, and McDonald’s, 
Burger King and Whole Foods — to pay 
tomato pickers a penny a pound more, ap-

proximately a 75 percent increase in the 
piece rate workers otherwise get.

Gynther said the groups are now work-
ing with one of Florida’s largest tomato 
growers to ensure there are dignified con-
ditions in its fields, no human trafficking 
or other human rights abuses. And they’re 
beginning a campaign to get the nation’s 
major grocery chains to join Whole Foods 
and the restaurant companies in paying 
more for tomatoes to support the work-
ers.

“What inspires me is the farmworkers, 
who have faith and hope,” Gynther said. 
“Faith is what brought me to Immoka-
lee.”

In presenting the award, Bishop Roger 
P. Morin of Biloxi, Miss., chairman the 
U.S. bishops’ subcommittee on CCHD, 
said, “Brigitte gives great hope to all of 
us.”

John Carr, executive director of the 
USCCB’s Department of Justice, Peace 
and Human Development, said CCHD’s 
work shows “we recognize an ecclesial 
obligation to practice what we preach” 
when it comes to seeking justice for all.

Four other young Catholics from 
across the country were recognized as 
finalists for the award: Elizabeth Garlow, 
for her work empowering small business 
owners in Boston; Sergio Lopez, for his 
development of Catholic social teaching 
resources for youth ministers in the Arch-
diocese of Los Angeles; Raquel Orbik, 
for her work to facilitate experiences of 
solidarity for students at Creighton Uni-
versity; and Mary Theresa Slavkovsky, 
for her social justice outreach to fellow 
students at Seattle University.

The Cardinal Bernardin New Leader-
ship Award honors a Catholic between 
the ages of 18 and 30 who demonstrates 
leadership in fighting poverty and injustice 
in the United States through community-
based solutions. It is named for the late 
Cardinal Joseph Bernardin, former arch-
bishop of Chicago and a leading voice on 
behalf of poor and low-income people, 
who understood the need to build bridges 
across ethnic, economic, class and age 
barriers.

The moment I uttered the words I knew 
they sounded silly: “What do you get the 
girl who has everything?”   

Nothing, of course, suggests common 
sense. But the Pier 1 employee fielding my 
question saw I wasn’t letting that pesky 
force stand in my way, as I milled through 
paper lanterns, artificial apples and $3 bags 
of “mini river stones.”

She suggested the very thing I had 
sworn off, a bottle of wine, then pointed 
out a $22 walnut photo tray. This intrigued 
me: For someone with more pictures 
than walls, here was a new place to stuff 
snapshots. 

I knew I was in a predicament, shop-
ping for a friend who filled an entire book-
shelf with Williams-Sonoma cookbooks. 
Years later not a dab of vegetable oil has 
stained their pages. 

I probably should’ve flipped through 
Sky Mall, the airplane magazine that 
showcases the weirdest stuff you never 
knew you needed (and can’t afford): an 
Electronic Feng Shui Compass ($159.99), 
a 3-Day Talking Forecaster ($41.99), a 
Telekinetic Obstacle Course ($99.95). 
Online you can choose from 44 alarm 
clocks – ones with MLB and NFL scores, 
ones built into robots and drum sets and, 
for the impossible to rouse, a runaway 
clock that rolls around your bedroom and 
forces a blanket severance.    

It got me thinking about the gifts we 
give – the things we can wrap, tape and 
tie, and the intangibles that mean the 
most. It seems we’re beginning to make 
that distinction, a hard-won lesson of the 
recession’s tail-end.  A new Consumer 
Reports holiday shopping poll finds that 
Americans are planning to cut back on 
spending but expect no subsequent drop 
in yuletide cheer. Sixty five percent of us 
plan to curb holiday expenses, while 87 
percent await a Christmas that is “as happy 
or happier than last year.” 

Perhaps we’re returning to the origin 

Celebrating life: 
the ultimate Christmas gift

of the word “gift,” which is Middle Eng-
lish for “talent.” It pertains to a person’s 
capacities, not her funds. This Advent I 
challenge you to determine what you are 
uniquely suited to give – thanks to your 
job, your neighborhood, your family or 
your skill set – and offer it to someone 
who could use a lift.

Looking back on 2009, I remember 
the gifts that took time, not twenties. The 
neighbor who mowed my lawn. The Sat-
urday morning Mom cleaned my house, 
readying it for company. Hugs from 
grandparents, voicemails I saved, emails I 
printed. And tucked in my journal, a stack 
of four thank-you notes from my soon-to-
be sister-in-law, Jodie. “Thank you for the 
cutting board,” one reads. “But thank you 
especially for just being the wonderful 
person that you are.” 

When Jodie’s dad, Denis, died last 
month, we were devastated. The morning 
of his funeral, between Ave Maria and 
Taps, our grief was heavy. Then we em-
barked on a tour of Busch Stadium, home 
of Denis’ beloved St. Louis Cardinals. As 
a teen Denis had worked as a Cardinals 
change boy and he later got his cousin 
Mickey a job there. Fifty four years later, 
Mickey is now the manager of stadium 
operations, and he led our tour.

We stepped out of the dugout and onto 
the field, a Technicolor scene: green grass, 
red cardinals, silver Arch and blue sky. It 
was one of those moments when heaven 
hugs earth. We all could feel Denis beam-
ing down on us. 

Mickey gave us an incredible gift that 
day: a deeper connection to Denis. We 
will cherish it with each passing year. That 
is the ultimate Christmas gift, begun by 
Mary’s brave yes: to accept life, nurture 
it and honor it. 

Christina Capecchi is a freelance 
writer from Inver Grove Heights, Minn. 

Three young Texans recently answered 
the call to the priesthood while studying at 
Franciscan University.  Now, all seminar-
ians for the Diocese of 
Victoria, they will be 
sent to St. Mary’s Semi-
nary in Houston after 
they graduate from Fran-
ciscan in spring 2010.

JACOB
Jacob Koether is one 

of four children.  He 
attended Catholic el-
ementary school, and 
in high school became 
involved in his parish 
youth group.  Jacob gave 
occasional but not very 
serious thought to being 
a priest as he was grow-
ing up – until his youth 
minister convinced him 
to attend the Steuben-
ville South Youth Conference.

“I had a conversion experience there,” 
Jacob says, “and each conference I went to 
after that was a further conversion.”

Jacob applied to Franciscan intending to 
major in catechetics, and only later learned 
about the existence of the Pre-Theologate 

Sean Breeden, Scott Hill and 
Jacob Koether

Texans in Ohio
Program.  It seemed tailor made to his need 
to figure out what he was meant to do.  After 
one year, his decision became firm, and he 

became a seminarian for 
his diocese.

Jacob has found the 
Pre-Theologate Pro-
gram to be a powerful 
motivator: “It gave me 
the desire to become 
a saint.  The commit-
ments, the formation 
nights, the way my 
brothers help me [to] 
be faithful – if you’re 
going to be a priest, 
you’ve got to be holy, 
and the Pre-Theologate 
really makes you want 
that.”

SCOTT
Scott Hill first want-

ed to be a priest at the 
age of five.

“I really liked our parish priest, so I 
thought maybe I’d be one when I grew up.  
I thought about it on and off, and my par-
ents always encouraged me.  I’d especially 
consider it on retreats in high school, but 
I’d always end up dismissing it.  I thought 

I wanted a family someday and figured I 
could be an accountant like my dad.”

Scott started with community college, 
but his heart wasn’t really in it.  Sensing 
that he was drifting, his parents encour-
aged him to apply to Franciscan.  He went 
as a business major, but when he got a C 
in one of his major courses, he decided to 
reassess.

“Next semester, I investigated the 
Pre-Theologate, getting to know the guys 
and going to some of the Thursday night 
activities.  One night, Father Don Calloway, 
MIC, gave a talk on the topic, ‘Be a Man.’  
God really hit me with that – I should be a 
man and not be afraid, because this really 
was what I wanted to do.”

The very next day he wrote to his di-
ocesan vocation director (Father Dan Mo-
rales) – the same priest he had admired at 
age five.  The vocation director called Scott 
to congratulate him and tell him they’d get 
together that summer to start the application 
process for the diocese.

Scott’s favorite feature of the program 
is being with other men who are also dis-
cerning, forming friendships, and know-
ing he can talk to anyone if he ever needs 
anything.

See Texans in Ohio, p. 9
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Faith 
Point

By Rev. Msgr. James C. Brunner
Vicar General, Diocese of Victoria

For past articles:  www.stmaryvic.com/desk.htm

A Christmas Card from Mary

M

Reporting Child 
Abuse • Hotline 
1-800-252-5400

If you suspect a child has been 
abused or mistreated, you are 
required to report it to the Texas 
Department of Protective and Regu-
latory Services or to a law enforce-
ment agency within 48 hours of the 
time you suspect the child had been 
or may be abused or neglected.

      ost Catholics are familiar 
with the story of how the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to Juan Diego and his uncle Juan 
Bernardino who converted to Christianity 
at the time of the Spanish conquest of 
Mexico. They know that Mary put into 
Juan Diego’s cloak some roses that grew 
even though it was winter and that the im-
age of Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared 
on the cloak when the roses 
were presented to the bishop. 
Here are some other interest-
ing facts about the image that 
they may not know.

Juan Diego and Juan 
Bernardino possessed no 
special social standing. Yet 
they had central roles in the 
conversion of Mexico. Juan 
Diego represented the bulk 
of the nation, the group to 
which Mary, the mother 
of God, wanted to address 
herself. Juan Bernardino was 
a community elder whose standing was 
presumably damaged by his conversion to 
Christianity. He represented the collective 
knowledge and identity of the indigenous 
community.

Mary called herself “Guadalupe” in 
her appearances, a name that was known 
to the Spaniards because of a Black Ma-
donna found in the thirteenth century on 
the banks of the Guadalupe River in Spain. 
The Royal Monastery of Santa Maria 
de Guadalupe was built in the Virgin’s 
honor. Mary’s choice of this name signi-
fied her mission to unite both the Spanish 
and the indigenous peoples of Mexico in 
one faith. That seemed impossible at the 
time principally because of the abusive 
treatment of the natives by the Spanish 
conquistadores.

Juan Diego’s Indian name was Cuauht-
latoatzin (eagle that speaks). In the Aztec 
culture the eagle played an important 
symbolic role. According to Aztec mythol-
ogy in the fourteenth century the people 
migrated south to the valley of Mexico. An 
eagle sitting on a cactus marked the site of 
their future capital city, Tenochtitlan (place 
of the nopal cactus rock). The eagle was 
revered as a symbol of the sun god. At the 
Virgin’s behest, Juan Diego, the eagle that 
speaks, is designated as the messenger of 
the beginning of a new civilization.

The apron-like cloak, called a tilma, 
on which the image of Mary appears, was 
made of rough maguey cactus. Normally 
such a tilma would last no longer than 
a few decades particularly in the salty 
and humid climate of Tepeyac, but this 
one has lasted for 478 years, “something 
completely beyond scientific explanation” 
according to researcher and physicist Dr. 
Adolfo Orozco. The tilma was exposed for 
approximately 116 years without any kind 
of protection like a glass cover, receiving 
infrared and ultraviolet radiation from tens 
of thousands of candles near it. 

The tilma survived two remarkable 
events that might have destroyed it. In 
1875 a worker accidentally spilled a 50 
percent nitric acid solvent on the right side 
of the cloth. Beyond any natural explana-
tion the acid did not destroy the fabric; 
indeed it did not destroy the colored part 
of the image. The second event, during 
a period of anticlericalism in 1921, was 

the explosion of a bomb deliberately 
concealed in a flower vase at the base of 
the image. The bomb blast broke marble 
floors and windows 150 meters distant, 
but no damage was done to the image and 
its glass case.

Science is unable to explain the origin 
of the coloration of the image nor how it 
was painted. From a distance of 3-4 inches 

from the image one sees 
only the cactus fibers; the 
color disappears. The colors 
seem to float above the sur-
face of the tilma. There are 
no vestiges of brush strokes 
or any other known painting 
technique.

The stars that appear 
on Mary’s mantle reflect 
the exact configuration and 
positions that could be seen 
in the sky of Mexico on the 
day the miracle occurred. 
On the right side, parts of 

southern constellations have been identi-
fied: Ophiuchus, Libra, Scorpio, Lupus, 
Hydra, the Southern Cross, and Centaurus. 
On the left side of the mantle one sees 
the northern constellations: a fragment of 
the Herdsman, Great Bear (Big Dipper), 
Berenice’s Hair, Hunting Dogs, Thurban 
(the brightest star of the Draco constella-
tion), part of Auriga and Taurus. Forty-six 
of the most brilliant stars in their proper 
places that can be seen on the horizon of 
the Valley of Mexico are identified.

An engineer, Jose Aste Tonsmann, 
magnified both the Virgin’s eyes about 
1/3rd inch in size 2,500 times and found 
images of thirteen human figures. The 
figures are found in each eye. Apparently 
the figures are optically correct represen-
tations of the persons who first witnessed 
the image when Juan Diego opened his 
tilma. They could not have been painted 
by a human hand and are a forceful proof 
of an origin beyond nature.

The tilma is highly symbolic, much 
like an Aztec codex or document. The 
image itself depicts a detail from Revela-
tion 12:1: “A great sign appeared in the 
sky, a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet.” The sun and 
the moon are no longer to be considered 
as gods but as objects under Mary’s gov-
ernance.

The Virgin wears a black band at her 
waist, symbolizing pregnancy. She wanted 
her Son to be born in the three Americas, 
in the heart of each American.

The clouds around her would have 
elicited respect from the Aztecs who spoke 
about supernatural things as coming from 
the fog or clouds.

At her feet there is an angel who is bald 
but with the face of a child, symbolizing 
both wisdom and innocence. The angel 
has the wings of an eagle decorated by 
a rainbow of blue, green, white, and red 
feathers. The eagle was the herald of the 
Aztec civilization. Mary would bring to 
America a new civilization.

The blue-green color of Mary’s mantle 
had imperial associations. Only the Aztec 
emperor wore a blue mantle, typically 
festooned with emeralds symbolizing the 
heavens. At her feet there are two pieces 
of clothing, her tunic and mantle, held up 
by an eagle-angel. This symbolized her 

reign over the cosmos.
She is pictured as an Aztec princess but 

her posture and bowed head suggest that 
she is praying to someone greater than she. 
Prayer was not only practiced in word but, 
among the Aztecs, by dance. The Virgin 
has her weight on one foot while the other 
knee is bent, a prayer dance position.

Mary’s skin color is neither white like 
the Spaniards nor dark like the Indians. 
She is a mestiza, a combination of the 
two. She thus identifies herself completely 
with what the people of Mexico would 
become. 

Mary wears a brooch with a bare cross, 
which points to her Son’s victory over 
death in the resurrection.

The gold, flower design on Mary’s tunic 
was not merely decorative, but symbolic. 
The four-petaled, jasmine flower depict-
ing the four directions (north, east, south 
and west) represented God. This flower, 
appearing only once, was positioned over 
the womb just below her pregnancy belt 

thus signifying that her child was divine. 
The eight-petaled flower, which appears 
eight times, symbolizes a new beginning 
and harmony among the spheres. The 
cluster of heart shaped flowers, which 
appears nine times, contains Aztec glyphs 
that stand for civilization. One cluster is 
placed above her clasped hands indicating 
an intercessory role for Mary.

There is much more symbolism in the 
tilma. Mary is the first evangelist in that 
she was the first to present Christ to the 
world and she evangelizes here in lan-
guage and symbols that the natives could 
comprehend. They understood Mary’s 
expression of God’s love and responded 
to it.  Previously only few natives were 
converted, but eventually 8 million were 
baptized. So many natives wanted baptism 
that the priests petitioned Rome for per-
mission to use a shortened form.

It is time for this generation of Ameri-
cans to respond to the love letter that is the 
image of Our Lady of Guadalupe.

January 22, 2010, is an important day 
for all Catholics in the United States.  This 
day is to be a “Day of Penance for Viola-
tions to the Dignity of the Human Person 
and Prayer for the Full Restoration of the 
Dignity of Life” (General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal #373).

Our moderator for the Victoria Council 
of Catholic Women, Rev. Michael Petering, 
pastor of St. Agnes in Edna, has proposed 
some suggestions to make it a special day in 
our diocese. He has challenged the women 
of the diocese to organize some special 
activities in their particular parish.  Some 
examples of how to accomplish a day of 
prayer and penance are

• Attend Mass and receive the Eucha-
rist

• Spend time in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament

Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
proposes Day of Penance - Jan. 22

• Pray the Rosary or Divine Mercy 
Chaplet

• Organize a special prayer service in 
your parish or community (perhaps even 
on another day of January if January 22 is 
not possible.

• Make this day one of fast and absti-
nence.

The Council of Catholic Women contin-
ues to work with the bishops of the United 
States to restore Respect to all Human Life.  
Those who contribute yearly dues to the 
CCW are helping in this work.

A cookbook sale is being held through-
out the diocese to raise funds for the Prov-
ince of Galveston/Houston.  Cookbooks 
will be delivered to parishes.  Anyone 
wanting extra cookbooks should call Janice 
Ohrt, Victoria Diocesan CCW president, at 
(361) 575-2056. 

The 48th Annual Southwest Liturgi-
cal Conference Study Week will be held 
January 13 – 16, 2010, at the George R. 
Brown Convention Center in Houston 
and hosted by the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston.

From the beginning, the 
Church has been blessed and 
challenged by diversity with 
the many influences of language 
and culture woven into the fab-
ric of our communal life.  To 
assist with these blessings and 
challenges, the conference will 
explore: cultural heritage in every 
age; the impact of culture on the evolu-
tion of the Church at prayer in the United 
States; practical implications of culture in 
the liturgical prayer of the Church in the 
United States; how religious culture is 
transmitted through the spoken, sung and 
visual languages of the Liturgy; and Eu-
charist: Making us one Church at prayer.

General Session speakers will be 
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, archbishop 
of Galveston-Houston; Dr. Richard Mc-
Carron, associate professor of liturgy, 
Catholic Theological Union; Brother 
Rufino Zaragoza, OFM, liturgical music 
consultant, Diocese of Oakland; Rev. Ed 
Foley, OFM Cap., professor of liturgy 
and music, Catholic Theological Union; 
Sister Catherine Vincie, RSHM, associate 
director of sacramental and liturgical the-
ology, Aquinas Institute of Theology; Rev. 

48th Annual Southwest 
Liturgical Conference to be 
held in Galveston-Houston

Juan Sosa, president, Institutio Nacional 
Hispano de Liturgia and consultant for 
the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops.
General Session and workshops 

will be presented in both Eng-
lish and Spanish on Saturday.  
Conference registration is $150; 
early registration, postmarked 
or on-line by Dec. 11, is $130; 

both include one banquet ticket.  
Single day registration is $50.  
Hilton Americas room rate is $139 
per night; multiple occupancy 
available.  

To learn more or to register, please 
go to www.swlc.org. For a local contact, 
please call Mrs. Cynthia Goerig, director 
of the diocesan Liturgical Commission, at 
(979)  543-5706 or cell (979) 541-3353.
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Reporting 
Abuse

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a member of the clergy or other church personnel, you can 
register a complaint.

•  Call the Chancery at (361) 573-0828 and ask to speak with the bishop or 
the chancellor;

or
•  Call Rev. Gary Janak (979) 543-3770 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111,  

Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach;
or

•  Write to: Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
   Diocese of Victoria
   P.O. Box 4070
   Victoria, TX 77903 
	 	 	 Mark	your	letter	“Personal	and	Confidential”

We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese 
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria.

If you are unsure about bringing a complaint or would like further information, 
please contact:  Rev. Gary Janak at (979) 543-3770.

Question Corner
By Father John Dietzen

Catholic News Service

KJZT NEW cAusE: fEEDiNg fAmiliEs AcRoss TEXAs—The Catholic Fam-
ily Fraternal of Texas (KJZT) adopted a statewide fraternal cause called Feeding 
Families Across Texas.  The purpose behind the fraternal cause is to extend KJZT’s 
charitable work throughout Texas and reach those in need.  Recently, Society No. 
43,	The	Purification	of	Assumption	Parish	in	Ganado;	Society	No.	101	of	Victoria;	
and Society No. 9 of St. John, along with many KJZT societies throughout the dio-
cese, participated in the cause by each donating $400 to local food banks. Ganado’s 
society donated to Matthew 25 Ministry (Assumption BVM Parish Food Pantry), 
Victoria’s KJZT donated to Victoria Christian Assistance Ministry and St. John’s 
KJZT donated to LAMB – Lavaca Assistance Ministry Body, Inc.  Pictured above 
are members of KJZT No. 43: Georgie Kruse, KJZT member and Matthew 25 direc-
tor; Frances Vesely, treasurer; Cecilia French, president; Lanoe Macha, vice-pres.; 
and Susie Pape, member.

Q. Where did the custom begin of 
burying a statue of St. Joseph in order to 
sell a house? Even some Catholics in our 
neighborhood find it weird, and a non-
Catholic says it sounds superstitious as 
well as useless. I admit we’ve done it and 
everything worked out as we had hoped. 
(Ohio)

A. The devotional practice of burying 
a statue of St. Joseph in the yard while 
looking to buy or sell a house is certainly 
widespread and not solely among Catho-
lics, by the way. With variations, many, 
as you, have found it to be a fruitful part 
of their prayers when they’re looking to 
change their home.

The buried statue idea comes, of 
course, from the fact that St. Joseph is 
honored in Catholic tradition as the patron 
saint of families and fathers. This in spite 
of the fact that even he did not always suc-
ceed in doing all he wished for his family. 
As we will celebrate in a few days, he 
couldn’t even provide a fitting place for his 
wife to give birth -- as if any place would 
be “fitting” for this mother and child.

It’s understandable that one who has 
no feel for the Catholic sense of the sac-
ramental would find this kind of prayer 
bizarre. But just as we in the Catholic 
family find such ordinary things as water, 

Burying St. Joseph statue?
bread, wine and oil to be critical aspects 
of the sacraments, means of contact with 
God and his life, so Catholic spirituality 
has seen channels of God’s grace in other 
mundane and playful parts of our lives. 
The church blesses and dedicates to God’s 
service everything from childbirth to barns 
to football games.

Catholics, therefore, have a vast trea-
sury of spiritual devotions and practices, 
accumulated over the centuries, to choose 
from in trying to live a good Christian life. 
By no means are all of them solemn and 
serious and soberly “pious.” Many are 
wonderful expressions of the lighthearted 
side of life, without diminishing in the 
least the sense of Christian reverence for 
all creation.

Obviously, many of these devotional 
events (lighting votive candles, adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, Mardi Gras, 
celebration of the great feasts) could be, 
and sometimes are, interpreted as supersti-
tion, even sacrilegious, by those who don’t 
believe or understand them.

All celebrations of Christmas were 
once strictly prohibited in parts of New 
England as being too “pagan.”

Some creative businesses even today 
try to cash in on the practice by advertising 
“lucky St. Joseph statues.”

But that misses the point. People who 
slight these aspects of prayer are missing 
much of the richness and wonder of our 
faith.

A friend who taught religion in a 
Catholic high school told of a beautiful in-
cident that occurred as her class discussed 
sacraments and sacramentals.

When someone mentioned the custom 
of burying St. Joseph’s statue, one student 
declared, “That’s just superstition!”

Another responded, “It’s not supersti-
tion. That’s just what makes it fun being 
a Catholic.”

It’s impossible to trace just when this 
folk custom began. But I hope you keep 
your Catholic sense of humor in seeing 
that these joyful manifestations of our faith 
are vital and in themselves very holy ways 
of honoring the Creator.

(A free brochure answering questions 
Catholics ask about Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, is available by sending a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to Father John 
Dietzen, Box 3315, Peoria, IL 61612.)

(Questions may be sent to Father 
Dietzen at the same address, or e-mail: 
jjdietzen@aol.com.)

Pastoral Institute 
on Trinity begins Jan. 5

The mystery of the Most Holy 
Trinity is the central mystery of the 
Christian faith and of Christian life.

In this six-week course, partici-
pants will examine the three persons of 
the Holy Trinity and their relationships 
to each other and to the human race.

Date: January 5 through 
February 9, 2010

Time: Tuesday mornings 
from 9:15 - 11:30 a.m.

Class repeated on Tuesday eve-
nings from 7:00 - 9:15 p.m.

Places: Chancery in Victoria and 
Holy Rosary Parish in Hostyn 

via distance learning
Call (361) 573-0828

By Cynthia Brewer
In most Protestant Religious Education 

programs, if you studied Scripture for 36 
weeks, from Genesis to Revelation, you’d 
be a graduate.  However, with Catholics, 
that’s just the beginning.  

The Pastoral Institute (PI) program at 
the Diocese of Victoria begins with six, six-
week courses covering Scripture, with 18 
weeks of the Old Testament and finishing 
with 18 weeks of the New Testament.  But 
that is just the beginning.  

After Scripture, the PI teaches an addi-
tional 36-weeks of courses beginning with 
Trinity and continuing with Church, Sacra-
ments of Healing and Vocation, Sacraments 
of Initiation, Morality, and Liturgy.

The PI is a three-year continuing-adult 
faith enrichment program that is committed 
to making adult education a high priority 
in the Diocese of Victoria by providing a 
solid curriculum of basic courses pertain-
ing to the Catholic faith.  Understanding 
and living the Catholic faith is a lifelong 
commitment.  Each person is called to grow 
continually and to respond openly to Christ 
in his/her life.

The next available class is titled Trin-
ity, and will be held on Tuesdays, January 
5 to February 9, 2010.  The class is offered 
Tuesday morning from 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. 
and repeated Tuesday evening from 7 to 
9:15 p.m.  Classes are held at the chancery 
building in Victoria and via distance learn-
ing at Holy Rosary Parish in Hostyn.  Mr. 
Ron Friedel will be the instructor.

The mystery of the Most Holy Trinity is 
the central mystery of the Christian faith and 
of Christian life.  In this six-week course, 
participants will examine the three persons 
of the Holy Trinity and their relationships to 
each other and to the human race.

Included below are quotes from current 
PI students from around Victoria:

“Because of my greater understanding 
of the Bible, I feel more enriched at Mass.  
I have a new awareness of the Scripture 
readings” ~ Dolores Tibiletti

“I don’t think anyone enjoyed it more 
than I did, and Sr. Digna was wonderful; 
she was so enthusiastic.  Now when I’m 
visiting with my non-Catholic friends who 
know the Bible so well, I can talk ‘Bible’ 
with them” ~ Pat Coffey

“I thought I was well educated about the 
Catholic faith since I was raised Catholic, 
married a Catholic man, and have put all 
four of my children in a Catholic school – 
until I took the PI classes and discovered 
the answers to all the whys that have made 
me fall so much more in love with God and 
my faith, which I will never take for granted 
again.” ~Annette Howard

“It is extremely hard to summarize in 
one sentence what the Study program did 
for me.  Sister Digna is a blessing to the 
program with her knowledge of the Bible 
and the way she gets her point across,” 
said David J. Bludau. “The class helped 
me understand the time period, geographic 
location and the various writers.  Each 
book has unique characteristics, and 
after Sister’s explanation, I better under-
stand the different writings.  I feel confident 
at navigating through the Holy Bible.  I look 
forward to the next session.”

“Attending the Pastoral Institute has 
been a great experience for me. Sister Digna 
is an excellent presenter, and she conveys 
information in a way that is useful and easy 
to understand,” said Roger Welder.  “The 
classes have given me a much better un-
derstanding of the Bible and history of the 
Church.  They have also helped me grow 
spiritually.  I look forward to continuing in 
the program.”

Quotes from students attending via 
Distance Learning in the northern part of 
the diocese, Hostyn:

Adult Learners share their 
experiences of the Pastoral Institute

“Taking these classes lets me know that 
you are never too old to learn about the Bible” 
~  Peggie Creuzbaur, Holy Rosary, Hostyn   

“I have truly enjoyed the Bible classes 
offered through the Pastoral Institute Ex-
tended Program.  I wanted to attend Bible 
classes previously held in Victoria, but 
the traveling distance has always been a 
problem.  This distance-learning diocesan 
program is wonderful.  I look forward to 
further topics to be offered in the future.  I 
hope others will also take advantage of this 
learning opportunity.”  ~ Richard Cope-
land, Holy Rosary, Hostyn

 “The Bible course has been well worth 
the time invested over the last two years,’” 
said Kathy Quinlan.  “What I have learned 
has helped me understand the readings 
at Mass, and they have become so much 
more relevant to my everyday life.  I ap-
preciate that this course was not like the 
Bible-study course I took before, listening 
to individuals’ personal interpretation of 
what the Bible meant to them.  This course 
is a more educational view of how experts 
in the various fields have arrived at inter-
pretations that we can understand and use 
in our daily life.”   ~ Kathy Quinlan, Holy 
Rosary, Hostyn

Take time this “New Year” to learn 
more about your Catholic faith.  Whether 
you’d like to take the course in Hostyn, 
using distance learning, or in Victoria, 
please contact the Catechetical office at 
the chancery building.  To pre-register, call 
(361) 573-0828 or e-mail bparkan@victo-
riadiocese.org. There is a $15 fee for each 
six-week course. Payment can be made on 
first day of class.
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Sisterly
Thoughts

By Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

A
Christ Among Us Transforms Us

ABCATS Travel
European Tour

Includes 
Passion Play
Aug. 14-23, 2010

Germany, Austria & 
Czech Republic

Call for info. NOW!

Call Jim or Malvina Slovak
ABCATS Travel 361-578-0828

e-mail:  slovakjim@att.net
www.abcatstravel.com

          s I was waiting for our pre-
dawn morning prayers this morning, I no-
ticed that our normally brilliantly colorful 
stained glass windows looked like solid lead 
slabs.  Normally I would not have given the 
situation a second thought.  However, since 
we are in the season of Advent I began to 
reflect on the sig-
nificance of dark-
ness and light.  The 
windows, which 
were colorless in 
the darkness, were 
transformed later 
in the day when the 
sun rose.

We are l ike 
those windows.  
Without the light 
of Christ shining 
through our lives 
we are in darkness.  
However, when 
we allow Christ 
to transform us 
through his presence, we radiate the beauty 
for which each of us has been created.

Advent is the special time when we 
especially seek the coming of Christ into 
our lives.  The Church promotes this search-
ing through songs, readings and symbols, 
which prompt us to cry out and long for 
the coming of Christ, the eternal Sun. The 
mood of the seasons, not all spiritually mo-
tivated, promotes a spirit of gift-giving and 
good will.  While we have to be careful that 
we’re not distracted by the hustle and bustle 
of the season, we can share in the spirit of 

Mosaic	from	the	Church	of	the	Transfigura-
tion in the Holy Land, which commemorates 
the historical coming of Christ.

sharing, not only of our material goods but 
especially of our prayers, time and service. 
We can seek the presence of Christ in those 
whom we might normally overlook. The 
spiritually, emotionally, physically impov-
erished all embody the poor Christ.  The 
lonely, the elderly, the homeless, the sick all 

cry out for our at-
tention in the name 
of the Lord.

Let us remem-
ber that Jesus said, 
“Whatsoever you 
do to the least of 
one of these, you 
do unto me.”  So, 
let each of us dis-
cover and welcome 
Christ in the hurt-
ing people around 
us.  In reaching 
out to one or more 
of these suffering 
persons, we are 
inviting Christ into 

our lives.  Thus Christ will transform us, 
and we will radiate his love to one another. 
Then we will be like the beautifully il-
luminated chapel windows, which inspire 
those who see us, not only on Christmas 
Day, but long after the presents have been 
forgotten and the decorations stored away 
for the next Christmas!  In this case we will 
not only be celebrating the anniversary of 
Christ’s coming to us in history, we will be 
celebrating his presence among us today in 
our brothers and sisters.  Blessed Christmas 
to all of you and your loved ones!

Substitutes and
Adorers Needed

St. Mary’s Adoration Chapel in 
Victoria is in need of adorers of the 
eucharistic Jesus and always in need 
of substitutes.  

Openings:  Tues. 9-10 a.m.; 
Wed. 7-8 p.m.; Thurs. 3-4 p.m.; 

and Fri. 5-6 p.m.

If you would like to commit to one 
of these hours or to fill in when an 
adorer needs a subsitute, please call 
Cleo Boldt at 573-6161 or St. Mary 
Rectory at 573-4328.  

Nativities & Ornaments 
Crosses & Angels
Home Decor

And So Much More ...

Jewelry 
Bibles & Books
Inspirational Gifts

KANSAS CITY, Missouri—They 
clogged downtown streets, jammed res-
taurants, took up hotel rooms, and showed 
downtown Kansas City and the world an 
amazing witness of the faith of the young 
church.   

Nearly 21,000 teens and their 3,000 
adult chaperones gathered together for 
three days 
of incredible 
experiences 
o f  C h r i s t 
among us .  
Forty-seven 
people from 
the Diocese 
of Victoria 
m a d e  t h e 
14-hour bus 
ride “trek” to 
this amazing 
event.  

T h e y 
c a m e  t o 
bring them-
selves closer 
t o  C h r i s t . 
By the time 
they left the 
2009 Nation-
al Catholic 
Youth Con-
ference, they showed Kansas City — and 
for the first time the world watching live on 
the Internet — what happens when Jesus 
Christ pours out of the hearts of thousands 
of believers.

Bob McCarty, executive director of 
the National Federation of Catholic Youth 
Ministry, said that three weeks before the 
conference began, 
registration had 
already exceed-
ed the capacity 
of the main hall, 
the Sprint Center, 
where all the gen-
eral sessions were 
scheduled.

That left orga-
nizers scrambling 
to prepare a “satellite” 
site for the overflow in 
the grand ballroom of 
the Bartle Convention 
Center, with its own 
master of ceremonies. 
Both sites were linked 
with big screen, high-
definition, closed-cir-
cuit television.

It worked so well 
that the masters of 
ceremonies at each 
site – musicians Steve 
Angrisano at Sprint 
and Jesse Manibusan 
at Bartle – were able 
to sing duets, lead 
prayer services and 
add to  each other’s 
presentations across 
downtown Kansas 
City. 

“We may be in 
two places, but we are one body in Christ,” 
Manibusan told audiences in both places by 
the TV linkup. 

“There is just one Spirit,” he said. 
“When you get young people together 
who have an openness to the Spirit and are 
willing to show up; the Spirit only needs 
a crack.” 

“You know what the only difference 
is between these kids and the first century 
Palestinians who started this church?” he 
asked. “The only difference is that right 
now, it is our turn. It’s the same Spirit that 
transformed those knuckleheads back in the 
first century that is transforming us knuck-
leheads today. It embraces. It invigorates. 
It empowers.”

2009 NCYC praise Christ
Groups of teens were rotated from both 

sites so that no group was in the Bartle ball-
room for more than one general session.

For many of the teens, just showing up 
in Kansas City was a physical ordeal. They 
came from all corners of the continental 
United States, plus Alaska, Hawaii and 
Puerto Rico. One delegation even came 

from a military base school in Japan, 
streaming their reports back to Japan via 
the internet. 

The opening ceremony was awe-inspir-
ing! Bob Mc Carty, director of the National 
Federation of Catholic Youth Ministers 
and an accomplished mountain climber, 
rappelled by rope from the ceiling of the 

Sprint Center. Once 
he landed safely on the 
floor, he told the thou-
sands of young people 
that they also need to 
“show up, step up and 
step out.” These three 
principles were ones 
that were integral in 
Bob and Maggie Mc-
Carty’s recent Mount 
Everest climbing ad-
venture.   

The conference, 
he said, wasn’t just 
about having a three-
day Catholic party. It 

was more about becoming disciples when 
they return home. “On Sunday, disciples 
show up for Mass even when they don’t 
feel like it,” Mc Carty said.  “Disciples 
step up in prayer when painful changes and 
challenges occur, and when we encounter 
disregard for human life, disciples step up 
in courage to proclaim Gospel values.”

“Disciples can’t close their eyes to that 
and give into fear,” he said. “That’s because 
we don’t do this alone. Our Scriptures are 
filled with stories of people who stepped 
out. Our saints are models of people who 
stepped out.

The first keynote address was delivered 

The 2009 National Catholic Youth Conference participants fill the Sprint 
Center, as well as the grand ballroom of the Bartle Convention Center, 
in Kansas City, Mo.

(right) Brian Johnson, di-
rector of Youth Ministry 
from the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston, tells 
of how Christ reigned in 
his life, especially during 
his harrowing experience 
with Hurricane Ike.

Bishop Finn and Archbishop Naumann 
begin a Eucharistic procession from Sprint 
Center to an adoration chapel set up in 
Bartle Convention Hall, about five, city 
blocks from each other.

See 2009 NCYC, p. 9
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Youth Calendar of Events

For more information on any of these events, please contact:
Debbie	Vanelli	or	José	Ortega	at	the	Office	of	Youth	Ministry

at (361) 573-0828 ext. 32 / ext. 50 or e-mail at 
dvanelli@victoriadiocese.org or jortega@victoriadiocese.org 

 Web site:  www.victoriadiocese.org/youthoffice

December 6 — youth leadership Training
December 12 — Bishop fellhauer christmas Dinner	 to	benefit	the	Spiritual	

Renewal Center
January 9, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry 

studies at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Prayer and 
Worship”		-	9:00	a.m.-12	noon

January 16-17, 2010 — youth leader Retreat
January 23, 2010 — pro-life Rally in Austin
January 31, 2010 — Junior High fiesta
February 14, 2010 — Confirmation Retreat - St. Michael in Cuero
february 20, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry 

studies at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Justice and 
Service”		-	9:00	a.m.-12	noon

february 23-26, 2010 — Region 10 Diocesan Directors meeting
march 7, 2010 — High school spectacular
March 13, 2010 — Confirmation Retreat - location to be announced
march 27, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry  

studies  at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Ethics and 
Crisis	Management”		-	9:00	a.m.-12	noon

April 17, 2010 — Foundations - A Certificate Program in Youth Ministry  
studies -at the Diocese of Victoria, Chancery - This session is “Retreat Forma-
tion”		-	9:00	a.m.-12	noon

April 18, 2010 — camp David planning	-	Youth	Leaders/Staff	at	the	Chancery	
in Victoria

June 13-15, 2010 — 1st session - camp David Junior High camp
June 16, 2010 — camp David Elementary camp
June 16-18, 2010 — 2nd session - camp David Junior High camp
June 28- July 1, 2010 — Discipleship Week
July 3-11, 2010 — Rocky mountain High, colorado

Find	us	now	on	Facebook!	At	Diocese	of	Victoria	–	Youth	Ministry
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by Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, archbishop 
of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston, and 
Brian Johnson, the director of Youth Minis-
try for the Diocese of Galveston-Houston.

Cardinal DiNardo repeated the Gospel 
story of the loaves and the fishes, comment-
ing that when Jesus asked the disciples to 
feed the multitude, they whined that all they 
had were a few loaves of bread and some 
fish a boy had in a basket.

“The disciples had the right to whine, 
and Jesus answered that whine: Just give 
me what you have and I’ll do the rest.”  He 
explained that we are called to do the same 
today – just give God what you have and 
he will do the rest.  

The cardinal urged the teens to intimacy 
with God through the Eucharist. Abiding 
with God by attending the Eucharistic table 
of the Lord. There is no intimacy like it, he 
said. “In the Eucharist, we become one with 
Jesus.”  He suggested they go to confession 
frequently, and talk to God, asking forgive-
ness often. “Two words melt the Father,” he 
said. “Those two words are ‘I’m sorry.’”

Following Cardinal DiNardo, Brian 
Johnson told a story about a stay in the 
hospital during Hurricane Ike, “Who came 
roaring in looking for Tina.” 

He was overlooked in the general chaos 
of evacuation, so he got out of bed, grabbed 
his IV stand and went on his own. 

“The Christ in us calls for us to get up 
and do something, not just lie there waiting 
for someone else to do it for us,” he said. 
“Our God is a God of second chances, over 
and over and over again. 

“It’s not enough to come to this weekend 
and act crazy and go ‘Wooooooooooo!’” he 
said. “We need to be the hands of Christ in 
our world.”

The Young Church in the United States 
knows how to put Christ in action, he said. 
“You have to walk the walk. It’s not enough 

2009 NCYC praise Christ
Continued from p. 8

just to talk it.” 
He then began to sing, “Veni Creator 

Spiritus, slowly encouraging 21,000 teens 
to join him. Dressed in gold and burgundy 
vestments, Bishop Robert Finn of the Dio-
cese of Kansas City-St. Joseph, and Arch-
bishop Joseph Naumann of the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City, Kan, the two host dioceses, 
climbed the ramp to the stage, accompanied 
by several priests, deacons and seminarians. 
Deacon Justin McMenamy read the Road to 
Emmaus, from the Gospel of Luke: “’Were 
not our hearts burning within us … he was 
made known to us in the breaking of the 
bread.’” 

The Blessed Sacrament was exposed 
on the altar, the monstrance gleaming 
and flashing in the flickering light of the 
candles. Images of the monstrance filled 
the video screens hanging from the ceiling 
and the floor-level TV monitors. While 
the prelates, priests and deacons knelt in 
prayer before the altar, teenagers bowed 
their heads or knelt on the floor, if they 
had room to. After a time of silent prayer,  
a procession formed. Teens and adults left 
the Sprint Center, still quiet. The weather 
was beautiful, cool with misty sunshine. As 
they walked, arms waved in the air; kids 
began singing and praying as they took 
photos of the first ever NCYC Eucharistic 
procession. 

Bishop Finn and Archbishop Naumann 
led the procession of priests, seminarians, 
religious and teenagers out of the arena, 
around the rear of the Sprint Center and 
onto 14th Street. More than 21,000 people 
walked from the Sprint Center on Grand 
Avenue to the Bartle Convention Center 
where an adoration chapel had been set up. 
Teens sang and prayed, holding hands. By-
standers smiled, the weather was beautiful, 
truly a glimpse of heaven on earth. 

Quotes from participants

“If God can change the world with 12 

people, imagine what He can do with 

21,000 teenagers! This is my first NCYC, 

and I will remember it forever.”  

- Catie Dusek, East Bernard

“It was amazing.  Not only were there more 
than 20,000 people singing and praying to-
gether – awe-inspiring and just a wonderful 
sight, those 20,000 people being absolutely 

quiet together to listen and welcome the 
Lord into their lives- now that is an amazing 

sight.  Christ reigns all the time!
 – Emily Kossa, LaGrange

“Christ reigns in every aspect of our 

lives, we just have to allow him to write 

our story.  And even though it’s hard to 

let go and give everything to Him, all 

things are possible through Christ. 

– Corrinne Mica, East Bernard

“It w
as awesome seeing more than 20,000 people 

worshipping our Lord all at one tim
e! This h

as been 

a great experience and I hope to share it w
ith my 

friends who weren’t able to come 

– Jill
 Dusek, East B

ernard. 

“There
 is 

a sto
ry t

o be w
ritt

en 

about all o
f our li

ves
.  M

ost i
ndi-

vid
uals h

old on to the p
en in hope 

of finding happiness
.  B

ut it 
is n

ot 

until y
ou hand over

 the p
en to God 

and He w
ill w

rite
 yo

ur happily 

eve
r after

” 

– Trish
a P

olak
, East 

Bern
ard

The teens from the Diocese of Victoria gather for a funny, group pose.  Most came 
from parishes in Hallettsville, Hostyn and East Bernard.

SEAN
Sean Breeden’s vocation evolved 

slowly from a general desire to serve the 
Church.  He majored in both theology and 
business, and thought he would like to be 
a teacher or a Catholic apologist.  But Sean 
came to a turning point during his semester 
in Austria.  Following a breakup with his 
girlfriend, he began praying more and read-
ing the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius.

“There’s an exercise about making a de-
cision.  I did that exercise and started to feel 
a great peace about exploring the priesthood.  
I met my vocations director over Christmas 
break, went through the interview process, 
and came back in January as a member of 
Living Stones Household.”

What Sean most values in the Pre-
Theologate is the formation and the en-

Texans in Ohio
Continued from p. 5

couragement he receives from his brothers: 
“When you’re feeling down, there’s always 
a brother to talk to.  You never have to walk 
that path alone.”

The three not only support one another 
in their vocation; they also help each other 
deal with Texas withdrawal.  They convene 
for “Wild West Sundays” every week and 
watch a John Wayne movie.

“Since we’re Texans, we have to stay 
close to our roots.  It’s in our blood.  Any 
time spent outside of Texas is too much 
time, unless you’re a Pre-The,” Scott ex-
plains for the benefit of non-Texans.

“Then it’s understandable why you’re 
gone.”

Reprinted with permission from Avanti 
con Maria, Franciscan University of 
Steubenville
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SHINER—Why did a class of high 
school seniors choose to travel to Houston 
to pray in front of an abortion clinic? The 
answer is social justice. 

The St. Paul High School senior class is 
taking a course on social justice. The first 
principle of social justice is life, because, as 
Father Tommy Chen stated, “Without life, 
nothing else matters.”  The students had an 
assignment – write a proposal for a class 
project. One of the students did research on 
“40 Days for Life,” and proposed that the 
class pray in front of an abortion clinic as a 
service project. The entire class voted to do 
this. The school’s principal, Mr. Whitworth, 
thought it was a good idea. 

An invitation was also extended to all 
parishioners to join with the seniors in put-
ting social justice to action. Including the 
seniors, 36 parishioners from Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Church traveled to Houston Oc-
tober 29 to join in solidarity with others to 
pray for an end to abortion. They prayed for 
the babies, the mothers, and the workers in 
the facility that God might touch their hearts 
with his love and peace and hope. As this 
was one of the largest abortion facilities in 
Houston, with abortions occurring as they 
prayed, they stood by as prayerful witnesses 
(as did the Blessed Mother and St. John at 
the foot of the cross) to unite with the suf-
fering of those babies in the clinic.

Just during that morning six mothers 
chose to let their babies continue to live 
and one nurse quit!

“What we did was easy,” said Father 
Tommy. “We started with Mass at 7 a.m. 
(dedicated to St. Joseph who was the 
protector of the unborn Christ Child), and 
then traveled by bus to Houston. We prayed 
together all 20 mysteries of the rosary and 
sang the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.”

St. Paul Seniors join 
“40 Days for Life” campaign

They allowed the power of prayer and 
the power of witness to do their jobs. As one 
senior stated, “Prayer is the most powerful 
weapon that a human can possess.”

These are some of the wrap-up com-
ments by the St. Paul seniors:

“I never felt so close to God.” 
“I felt that our prayers were so power-

ful and they had an impact on the people 
who walked into and out of the abortion 
clinic.”

 “I felt that our prayers helped those 
six babies.” 

“I don’t think they (the people having 
the abortions) all realize what they are 
doing.”

 “The whole experience deeply im-
pacted us all.”

 “I would definitely do it again.”
The students realize that they can’t al-

ways travel every day to an abortion clinic 
to witness God’s love, but they know that 
they can pray right here, right now.

The 40 Days for Life is a national cam-
paign whose mission is to bring together the 
body of Christ in a spirit of unity during a 
focused 40-day campaign of prayer, fasting, 
and peaceful activism, with the purpose 
of repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn 
hearts and minds from a culture of death to a 
culture of life, thus bringing an end to abor-
tion in America. They hold to the Scripture, 
2 Chronicles 7:14.  This was the largest 40 
Days for Life campaign in history, involv-
ing 212 cities across 45 states, Canada, 
and Denmark! For more information about 
40 Days for Life, please visit them on the 
Web at http://www.40daysforlife.com/.  
Sts. Cyril and Methodius also has several 
interesting links on their Pro-Life page: 
http://www.sscmshiner.org/.  See related 
story, p. 16.

Pictured are members of St. Paul High School Senior Class and Father Tommy 
Chen outside a Planned Parenthood facility  in Houston.  Photo by Kathleen 
Leininger Photography NAZARETH AcADEmy cElEBRATEs NATioNAl youNg READERs 

WEEK—Reading opens children’s minds to creativity and helps expand their 
general knowledge.  Every year for the past 20 years hundreds of schools across 
the	 country	 celebrate	 reading	by	participating	 in	National	Young	Readers	
Week.  Nazareth Academy once again participated in the event, this year held 
Nov. 9 -13, by recruiting local celebrity guests to visit the school and read to the 
3-year old through 3rd grade students.  In addition, on certain days during the 
week students were allowed to have special dress days that included Pajama Day 
and	Dress	As	Your	Favorite	Book	Character	Day.		Special	guest	readers	during	
the week included Bishop David Fellhauer, Mayor Will Armstrong, Superinten-
dent Mr. John Quary, Father Stan DeBoe, Newscenter25 anchor Shawna Currie, 
Public Relations Expert Gary Moses, and General Superior of the Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament Sister Evelyn Korenek.  

FLATONIA—Teresa Migl Knavel of 
Austin has loaned an icon to Raphael’s 
Refuge.  The picture of Blessed 
Mother Mary and Baby Jesus will 
hang in the chapel of the Monument 
to the Innocents.  

“We are very grateful to have the 
picture,” said Midge Elam, direc-
tor, “It balances beautifully with 
the picture of Saint Joseph and the 
Infant Jesus that was donated last 
December.”

 Though work at the site is ongo-
ing, the monument is open to visitors 
during the day, seven days a week.  
Currently, a large mural is being 
painted of the Archangel Raphael.  It 
is not expected to be completed until 
early in the new year, as the artist 
usually paints only one day a week.  
Engraving of glass blocks continues, 
dependent on the engraver’s schedule.  
Other construction awaits new plans 
from the architect, Wes Griffin, of 
Liberty Hill, who continues to donate 
his work to Raphael’s Refuge.  

 If you have any questions, would 
like to volunteer, to schedule coun-
seling, or to order the engraving of 
a glass block, contact Elam at 361-
865-3021 or 361-258-1514.  The 
street address is 2715 West Hwy. 

Teresa Migl Knavel loans picture of the Blessed 
Mother Mary and Baby Jesus, “Mother of God 
Light In All Darkness” to Raphael’s Refuge.  In her 
hands is an “Agonizing Crucifix,” which states, “I 
am the Agonizing Jesus Christ who loves you.”

Print on Loan to Raphael’s Refuge
90, Flatonia, Texas, 78941.  The Web site 
is:  www.raphaelsrefuge.org. 

sT. mARy’s of HigH Hill pRAys foR NATioN—The St. Anne Society of 
St.	Mary	Parish	in	High	Hill	gathered	at	the	“Gazebo”	in	Schulenburg	Oct.	10,	
2009, for the Rosary Crusade.  The aim of the public rosary is to counter, through 
prayer, the destructive forces prevalent in our country.  This nationwide move-
ment is dedicated to Our Blessed Mother, seeking her prayers for our country.  
The group began the public prayer with the hymn, “On this Day, O Beautiful 
Mother,”	followed	by	the	rosary.		Pictured	above	are	participants	from	St.	Mary	
Parish.

olg sTuDENTs HoNoR THE DEAD oN All souls DAy—Our Lady of 
the Gulf Catholic School took a trip to the local, historical Port Lavaca Cemetery 
Oct.	30	in	honor	of	All	Souls	day.	Younger	students	dressed	as	angels	and	saints,	
and older students dressed in black.  All the students marched four blocks from the 
school to the cemetery while singing the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  At the Port Lavaca 
Cemetery, Deacon Al Cazada led a prayer service for All Souls and the students 
each	selected	a	grave	to	reflect	upon,	learning	the	name	of	the	person	and	when	
they lived so that they could pray for them during the month of November. 
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WE loVE ouR HERoEs—On October 24, 2009, the Junior Catholic Daughters 
of	the	Americas	#206	presented	the	Yoakum	Police	Dept.	and	the	Yoakum	Fire	
Dept. with a goody basket, thank you cards and pictures in honor of all their 
dedication to the local community.  On location to receive the basket for the 
police	department	was	Officer	Sharon	Mucala.	Jeff	Ruppert,	Steven	Stary,	Jeff	
Fishbeck	and	Lance	Muenich	received	the	fire	department’s	basket.

yoAKum JcDA WElcomE 36 NEW mEmBERs— On October 22, 2009, 36 
new members were instituted into the Junior Catholic Daughters of the Ameri-
cas	Court,	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe	#206	of	Yoakum.		Throughout	the	year	the	
members will work on developing themselves as Christians, learn to work 
for	the	good	of	others,	grow	spiritually,	and	learn	to	be	creative	and	flexible. 
The new members are: Elisa Arriaga, Amber Bennetson, Hannah Boswell, Paige 
Brown, Hallie Byars, Presley Carter, Jillian Copley, Noelia Diaz, Macy Fitch, 
Raely Fitch, Julia Fojt, Jordan Garza, Kaylee Garza, Christian Guerrero, Abbie 
Heiman,	Carly	Hull,	 Jaqueline	Hurtado,	 Sofia	Hurtado,	 Sophie	 Jahn,	 Sierra	
Johnson, Kaitlyn Kvinta, Abigail Long, Alicia Moreno, Gabrielle Moreno, Callie 
Morris, Ava Muenich, Emily Perez, Kaitlin Pierman, Keri Prasek, Rachel Renken, 
Katelyn Rosales, Diane Rosas, Lisa Seidenberger, Karli Stehle, Chloe Victor and 
Morgan Vinklarek (names are not in order of photo). 

sT. JoE TigERs closE sEAsoN—St.	Joseph	Elementary	School	in	Yoakum	
closed the 2009 football season with homecoming activities October 14. The SJS 
Tigers	hosted	El	Campo’s	Pioneers	at	the	YHS	stadium	for	the	last	game	of	the	
season.  The eighth-grade class was honored at halftime. The class chose the 
phrase	“Our	Time	to	Shine”	as	their	theme.		Following	the	game,	the	eighth-grade	
class hosted a pizza supper for the SJS students, faculty, and their families. The 
following SJS football players and coaches were acknowledged at the children’s 
Mass (front row, l. to r.):  Blake Jacobs, Harlan Friedel, Brendan Villa, Reed 
Gearson, Trey Elizondo and Lane Lahodny; (middle row, l. to r.):  Trey Janca, 
Sam Patek, Jason Karl, Clayton Wenske, and Matthew Friedel; (back row, l. to 
r.):  Coach Ray Villa, Head Coach Daryl Kloesel and Father Matthew Huehlefeld, 
pastor of St. Joseph Church. 

Chancery Office Holiday Schedule
The Chancery Office will be closed Dec. 23 at 11:30 a.m. 

through Jan. 1, 2010, for the christmas and New year Holidays.  
it will re-open on Jan. 4 at 8:30 a.m.

foRTy-oNE pERcENT of 
NA clAss REcEiVE DuKE 
AWARDs—Eighteen seventh 
grade students from Nazareth 
Academy Catholic School  (41% of 
the class) earned Duke University 
Academic Talent Search honors 
for 2009-2010.  This recognition 
is based on their scoring in the 
95th percentile or above in one or 
more qualifying tests included in 
the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) 
and/or the Stanford Achievement 
Test (SAT).  Scoring in the 95th per-
centile translates to scoring better 
than 95 percent of all seventh grad-
ers in the nation.  By virtue of their 
accomplishment, these students 
now qualify to take the college 
entrance SAT with high school juniors and seniors in January. Picture above are 
those earning honors, from left, front row:  Emma Andruss, Shelbie VanBeveren, 
Gabriella Perez, Brandy Chamrad; middle row:  Kelly Wood, Allie Blain, Rahul 
Hingoranee, Brooke Hoffman and Ryan Tijerina; back row: MaryBeth Ellis, Nicho-
las Vallejo, Sarah Dodson, Austin Green, Richard McLeon, Jake Smitherman and 
Richard Streeter.  Not pictured:  Bruce Eaves and Evan Murphy.

sT. RosE HElps DuRiNg THE HoliDAys—Each year the classes at St. Rose of 
Lima Catholic School provide Thanksgiving meal baskets to families in need. Each 
homeroom provides food for an entire Thanksgiving dinner including money for 
a turkey. Baskets are distributed through the La Grange area Family Crisis Center. 
Students pictured with the baskets are, front row, from left: John Vacek, Isabel 
Schmitt, Claire Antosch, Ad-
disan Wagner and Nicholas Lo-
pez; second row: Andrew Fogle-
man, Jasmeen Modhi,  Bryce 
Wilson, Becca Wagner, Grant 
Mechura, Renee Mazoch and 
Keegan Kubenka; third row: 
Ray Thompson, Haley Nidey, 
Kyra Mays, Jillian Ransom, 
April Brossmann and Logan 
Forrest; back row: Dylan Jahn, 
Sarah Walker, Jade Bujnoch and 
Savannah Jacobs.

popE JoHN pAul ii fiElD TRip—A group of 29 attended “A Blessing to One 
Another:	Pope	John	Paul	II	and	the	Jewish	People”	exhibit	at	the	Holocaust	Mu-
seum Houston Saturday, October 17.  Catholics and Protestants from throughout 
the	diocese	–	Victoria,	Bay	City	and	Shiner	–	went	on	the	field	trip,	which	was	
sponsored by The Catholic Lighthouse, with transportation provided by St. Joseph 
High School, Victoria.  Everyone said they had a wonderful time.  All but two had 
never been to the Holocaust center and were amazed at what they learned.  The ex-
hibit continues to Jan. 3, 2010.  Please see www.hmh.org for more information.

lARgE KJT DoNATioN pREsENTED To Holy cRoss scHool—The 
KJT Society #139 in Bay City made a donation of $2,096 to Holy Cross School in 
Bay City recently. They held a bake sale fund-raiser on September 14, 2009, at 
their regular society meeting, raising $1,596.00. A matching grant of $500 was 
added by KJT, which made for a grand total of  $2,096.  Those at the presentation 
of the grant check were (left to right):  Society Vice-president August Svatek, 
Society President James Engbrock, Society Secretary/Treasurer Vincent Nemec, 
Holy Cross School Principal Stephanie Kucera, Society Chaplain Rev. Casimir 
Jarzombek, and Society Insurance Representative Dan Stavena.
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Parish: 
Age if under 18: 

At some point in our lives most of 
us have been ‘receivers,’ but when we 
achieve success do we all become ‘givers?’  
NY Times best-selling author Frank McK-
inney shows us how in his inspirational 
book “The Tap” that recently held the top 
spot on Amazon.com’s best-selling list of 
inspirational titles.

What better time 
with the holidays ap-
proaching to reaf-
firm proper values, 
express gratitude, get 
our priorities in order, 
and accept whether 
this Christmas we are 
to become a ‘giver’ 
or a ‘receiver.’  As 
people sit around 
their Thanksgiving 
table or Christmas 
Tree some will be 
celebrat ing fam-
ily,  health,  jobs, 
any number of good 
things – and others 
will not.  For some 
it will be a difficult 
time – due to los-
ing a loved one, bad 
health, losing a job 
– anything unfor-
tunate that can change a person’s life in 
a heartbeat.  This book is for those who 
don’t feel they are succeeding at the level 
they desire in the business we’re all in: the 
business of life. 

Frank McKinney was inspired by the 
biblical passage, “from those to whom 
much is entrusted, much will be expected” 
when he wrote “The Tap” (Health Com-
munications, Inc.).  He is a businessman 
who believes heart and soul that we are 
judged not on what we accumulate or 
achieve through life but more on our spirit 
of generosity towards others.  Applying 
his own philosophy of entrusted fame 
and fortune into his life-changing spiri-
tual/inspirational book, he shares with the 
world how God’s great ‘tap’ moments in 
life prove that compassionate capitalism 
and spiritual stewardship can co-exist, 
demonstrating how we can achieve huge 
success, but only when we consider those 
less fortunate before ourselves.  It primes 
you to start thinking that the rewards of 

Achieving Astounding Success in Life 
When We Recognize “Tap Moments” 

December Book Review
success aren’t meant for you alone, regard-
less of whether those rewards are already 
in hand or coming soon. 

As a successful entrepreneur who 
graduated high school with a 1.8 GPA, 
McKinney generously donates significant 
amounts of money to his non-profit Caring 
House Project Foundation (CHPF) that 

provides a self-sus-
taining existence 
for  desperately 
poor and homeless 
families around the 
world.  He credits 
his astronomical 
success to his deep 
faith and accompa-
nying spiritual prin-
ciples.  He believes 
that God ‘taps’ each 
and every one of us 
many times in life, 
answering prayers 
and presenting life-
changing opportu-
nities.  

In his inspir-
ing book, McK-
inney teaches us 
how to recognize 
life’s great ‘tap mo-
ments’ and how to 

appropriately respond in order to gain 
success in life by considering those less 
fortunate before ourselves.  

Visit this charismatic author’s interac-
tive Web site at http://www.the-tap.com/  
where readers are encouraged to post their 
own ‘tap moments’ on a special blog and 
to read the rave reviews on http://www.
amazon.com/. 

Everyone will take away something 
meaningful from this amazing book, and 
will understand that rewards will come 
with astonishing speed and size to those 
who act on the greater responsibility that 
comes with greater blessings.  What a 
wonderful world this could be if everyone 
read his compelling message and became 
a “tapped” person as a result of it! 

Mr. McKinney and his 11-year-old 
daughter are ushers at the 7:00 a.m. Mass 
on Sundays at St. Vincent Ferrer Catholic 
Church in Delray Beach, Florida. 

Family Puzzle Contest Winner will win 
“The Tap” by Frank McKinney, NY Times 
best-selling author.  See book review on 
this page.

The winner of the November Family 
Puzzle Contest and the beautiful book The 
Glory of Angels by Edward Lucie-Smith 
is Tracy Oliveraz of Sacred Heart Parish 
in Hallettsville.  

We had many contes-
tants for this prize; thank 
you to all those who par-
ticipated.  A second copy of 
the book is on display at the 
chancery office library.  

We drew two winners 
for the Youth Puzzle Con-
test: Greyson Munsch (9) 
of St. Anthony Parish in 
Columbus (Alleyton) and 
Stephanie Mattox (10) 
of Holy Cross Parish in 
Yorktown.  They each will 
receive a gift from the In-
carnate Word Gift Shop.  Thanks to Angie 
Mattox, CCD teacher at Holy Cross, who 
made copies of the puzzle for her whole 
class and sent them in.  Just by chance the 
winner happened to be her daughter. All 

Family Puzzle Contest
teachers are welcome to do this for their 
religion classes. 

If you have not won the puzzle contest 
within the past six months, please send 
completed puzzle and contest form to 
The Catholic Lighthouse, P. O. Box 4070, 
Victoria, TX  77903, by December 30 for a 
chance to win The Tap, for adults, and Dead 

Fred, Flying Lunchboxes, 
and the Good Luck Circle 
by Frank McKinney, for 
children 10 to 18 years of 
age (see book review on 
page 13).  Children under 
10 will still have the op-
portunity to receive a gift 
from the Incarnate Word 
Gift Shop.

Proceeds from the pur-
chase of either of these 
books goes to the au-
thor’s non-profit Caring 
House Project Foundation 
(CHPF) that provides a 

self-sustaining existence for desperately 
poor and homeless families around the 
world.  Please go to his Web site for more 
information: www.frank-mckinney.
com/ 

November Prize
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Sunday Readings from Dec. 6 to Jan. 10

December 6 — Baruch 5:1-9
Second Sunday of Psalms 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6
Advent Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11
 Luke 3:1-6

December 13 — Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Third Sunday of  Isaiah 12:2-3, 4. 5-6
Advent Philippians 4:4-7
 Luke 3:10-11

December 20 — Micah 5:1-4a
Fourth Sunday of  Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Advent Hebrews 10:5-10
 Luke 1:39-45

December 25 — Isaiah 62:11-12
The Nativity of the  Psalms 97:1, 6, 11-12
Lord – Christmas Titus 3:4-7
Mass at Dawn Luke 2:15-20

December 27 — Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14
The Holy Family of  Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5
Jesus, Mary and Joseph Colossians 3:12-21
 Luke 2:41-52

January 1 — Numbers 6:22-27
Solemnity of the Blessed  Psalms 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8
Virgin Mary, the  Galatians 4:4-7
Mother of God Luke 2:16-21

January 3 — Isaiah 60:1-6
The Epiphany of the Lord Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
 Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6
 Matthew 2:1-12

January 10 — Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
The Baptism of the Lord Psalms 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10
 Acts 10:34-38
 Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

All	daily	and	Sunday	readings,	as	well	as	a	reflection	video,	are	
available in text or audio at:

www.usccb.org/nab/

By Denise E. Bossert
catholicbygrace.blogspot.com

Catholic By Grace

St. Anne and Advent

Dead Fred, Flying Lunch-
boxes, and the Good Luck Circle 
- A new Amazon bestseller will 
be the December prize for the 
youth puzzle contest on p. 12.  
The book will be offered as a 

prize for contestants age 10 to 
18.  Contestants under 10 years 
of age will receive a gift from the 
Incarnate Word Gift Shop.

Bestselling author Frank 
McKinney, well known for his 
deep creativity, boldly enters 
young reader fiction in this fan-
tasy novel that is sure to race and 
gladden the hearts of readers of 
all ages. 

The story was inspired by the 
more than 1,200 walks to school 
McKinney has shared with his 
daughter and her friends in real 
life. The one-mile daily odysseys 
through a dense grove of trees, 

Exciting, new book offered for 
winner of Youth Puzzle Contest

past an eerie nature preserve 
and over a rickety drawbridge, 
spawned wild tales that come to 
life in this thriller! Come along 
with Ppeekk and her friends into 
the fantastical world of Dead 
Fred, Flying Lunchboxes, and 
the Good Luck Circle.

Proceeds from the purchase 
of any of author Frank McKin-
ney’s books goes to the author’s 

Umbert has a new online store at ChristianShirts.net.   Finally, what 
Umbert fans have been asking for: a full line of t-shirts and apparel, 
BUMPER STICKERS, and more! Check it out and begin shopping 
at: http://www.christianshirts.net/umbert1.php

non-profit Caring House Project 
Foundation (CHPF) that pro-
vides a self-sustaining existence 
for desperately poor and home-
less families around the world.  
Please go to his Web site for 
more information: www.frank-
mckinney.com/ 

Youth please send puzzle 
to The Catholic Lighthouse  by 
December 30.

Do Catholics think about St. 
Anne during Advent? I don’t 
know the answer to questions like 
that as I have only been Catholic a 
few years. I’m thinking about St. 
Anne this year. If you are about 
to be a grandmother for the first 
time – like I am – St. Anne just 
might be on your mind this De-
cember as well.

I’d never heard the names of 
Mary’s parents until I became 
Catholic. As an Evangelical Prot-
estant, we kept it simple. What do 
we know about Mary’s parents 
from Sacred Scripture? Nothing. 
And so, we left it at that. We as-
sumed that the lineage of Mary 
had been lost over the centuries. 
We didn’t realize that the Church 
had always known the names of 
her mother and father. Accord-
ing to Church Tradition, Mary’s 
mother was named Anne and her 
father was Joachim.

I find it interesting to think of 
Our Lord’s grandmother during 
Advent. I simply cannot imagine 
what it was like for Anne to say 
goodbye to her pregnant daughter 
and watch as the couple left Naza-
reth and headed down the road 
for Bethlehem. Anne must have 
known that the birth would come 
before she would see her daughter 
again. She must have treasured 
those final days and hours, care-
fully preparing her daughter for 
childbirth and the care of the 
umbilical cord, the technique for 
swaddling the newborn, and the 
finer points of nursing.

She must have sent her daugh-
ter off with a mother’s blessing: 
may your labor be quick and easy. 
She must have been overcome 
with longing, when she placed her 
hand on her daughter’s swollen 
belly and felt the Messiah kick.

She must have felt all these 

things – if she was like me. If 
she was like every first-time 
grandmother.

I wonder, too, what it was like 
after the census. When the Holy 
Family realized they would not 
be returning to Nazareth any time 
soon, did they send word to the 
grandparents that their grandson 
had been safely born? Did they 
tell someone who was traveling 
back to Nazareth to inform Anne 
and Joachim of the change in 
their plans? That they were go-
ing to Egypt? That they couldn’t 
come back for a very long time? 
Did the messenger tell the grand-
parents in Nazareth that God had 
another plan for the little Holy 
Family?

And did Anne cry at the news? 
Did she long to see her daughter 
one more time? Did she ache to 
hold the grandson who would 
save her people?

Sometime during this month, 
God willing, I will see my daugh-
ter again. She might be resting in 
a hospital bed, watching her little 
boy as he sleeps in the bassinet 
nearby. Maybe she will be holding 
him when I walk through the door. 
Maybe she will be feeding him.

I pray that I will be a wise 
grandmother – a good grand-
mother. Precisely the kind of 
grandmother this little boy will 
need. As we count these final days 
of Advent, anticipating the ar-
rival of our Infant King, I will be 
thinking of the Holy Family, but 
I will also be contemplating the 
grandparents back in Nazareth, 
who kissed their daughter good-
bye over two thousand years ago 
– and gave their precious girl and 
her unborn child to a world that 
needed them both desperately.
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Buscando Vida
Por Moises Sandoval

Servició Noticiero Católico

Feliz
Navidad

y
Próspero Año

Nuevo

Los obispos han abogado durante largo 
tiempo por la reforma del sistema de salud 
y continúan defendiendo el caso moral a 
favor de una reforma genuina que proteja 
la vida, la dignidad, la conciencia y la salud 
de todos, especialmente de los pobres y 
vulnerables. 

• El 7 de noviembre, la Cámara de Rep-
resentantes aprobó importante legislación 
de reforma de salud que reafirmó disposi-
ciones legales esenciales establecidas 
hace mucho tiempo con amplio apoyo que 
impiden el uso de fondos federales para la 
cobertura médica de abortos electivos. 

• Es importantísimo que el Senado 
adopte el lenguaje referente a este asunto 
de la Enmienda Stupak ya aprobada 

por la Cámara de Representantes. Esta 
enmienda asegura que los estadounidenses 
no sean obligados a pagar por 

la destrucción de niños aún por nacer 
como parte de la necesaria reforma al 
sistema de salud. 

• El Senado debe abordar otras pri-
oridades morales esenciales: proteger los 
derechos de conciencia, hacer el 

cuidado médico más accesible para 
aquellos que no tienen seguro médico y 
asegurarse de que los inmigrantes no 

pierdan o no se les niegue la cobertura 
médica necesaria para el bienestar de su 
familias y la salud de la sociedad. 

ACCIÓN: Contacte a los miembros del 
Senado y de la Cámara por correo electróni-
co, teléfono o fax. Dígale a los Senadores: 
Sigan el ejemplo de la Cámara y 

eliminen la financiación del aborto 
Protejan los derechos de conciencia 
Garanticen cobertura médica accesible 
Permitan a los inmigrantes comprar 

seguros privados de salud 
• Para enviar al congreso un correo 

electrónico instantáneo con un mensaje ya 
preparado visite www.usccb.org/action. 

• Llame a la central telefónica del 
Capitolio de los EE.UU., al 202-224-3121, 
o llame a las oficinas locales de los legis-
ladores que le representan. Información de 
contacto completa para los miembros de 
ambas cámaras aparece en www.house.
gov y www.senate.gov. 

MENSAJE AL SENADO: 
“Por favor, adopten la Enmienda Stupak 

ya aprobada por la Cámara de Represen-
tantes, que mantiene estipulaciones legales 
esenciales establecidas hace mucho tiempo 
que impiden la financiación del aborto y 
proteja los derechos de conciencia en la 
reforma del sistema de salud. El cuidado 
médico debe hacerse más accesible a todos 
cuantos lo necesitan y que los inmigrantes 
no pierdan o no se les niegue la cobertura 
médica que necesitan.” 

MENSAJE A LA CÁMARA: 

La Cámara de EE.UU. mantiene la 
financiación del aborto fuera de la 

reforma de salud
“Me alegra que la Cámara aprobara una 

legislación de reforma de salud que man-
tiene las disposiciones legales establecidas 
hace mucho tiempo que impiden el uso 
de fondos federales para la financiación 
del aborto. Por favor, ayude a garantizar 
que esta importante disposición legal sea 
incluida en la versión final del proyecto de 
ley que se enviará al Presidente.” 

CUÁNDO: El calendario del Senado es 
incierto. ¡Actúe hoy mismo! ¡Gracias! 

Para más información sobre las pro-
puestas legislativas y la postura de los 
obispos sobre una auténtica reforma al 
sistema de salud visite www.usccb.org/
healthcare. 

WASHINGTON—La colecta anual a 
favor del Fondo para la Jubilación de Re-
ligiosos se llevará a cabo en la mayoría de 
las parroquias a nivel nacional los días 12 
y 13 de diciembre. El tema de la colecta es 
“Compartan su cuidado”. 

En su vigésimo segundo año, esta 
colecta es coordinada por la Oficina Na-
cional para la Jubilación de Religiosos 
(NRRO, por sus siglas en inglés), con 
sede en Washington, y beneficia a miles de 
religiosos y religiosas cuyas comunidades 
carecen de adecuado financiamiento para 
la jubilación de sus miembros. 

“Esta colecta ha sido tradicionalmente 
la campaña más exitosa en la historia de la 
Iglesia en los Estados Unidos, lo cual es un 
testimonio de la gratitud de muchos por los 
servicios que han recibido de las órdenes 
religiosas”, dice la Hermana Janice Bader, 
de las Hermanas de la Preciosísima Sangre, 
de O’Fallon, Missouri, y directora ejecutiva 
de la NRRO.

“Me siento continuamente alentada por 
la abrumadora generosidad de los católicos 
hacia este fondo cada año”, declaró la 
Hermana Bader. “Incluso en estos tiempos 
de dificultades financieras, los católicos 
en toda la nación encuentran formas de 
devolver su gratitud a los religiosos y reli-
giosas que tanto se sacrificaron por nuestra 
Iglesia y nuestro mundo”, comentó.

La colecta de 2008 recaudó 28.2 mil-
lones de dólares. Desde 1988, los católi-
cos han donado cerca de 589 millones de 
dólares, en respuesta a esta convocatoria 
anual. Aproximadamente 95% de estos 
donativos se distribuyen casi inmediata-
mente para apoyar el cuidado de religiosos 
y religiosas ancianos. 

Parroquias Realizarán Colecta Anual 
“Compartan Su Cuidado”, A Favor De 
Religiosas, Hermanos Y Sacerdotes 

Religiosos Ancianos
Por ejemplo, la colecta de 2008 permitió 

a la NRRO distribuir más de 23 millones 
de dólares a 483 institutos religiosos. Estos 
fondos contribuyeron al cuidado del día a 
día de religiosos ancianos y ayudaron a los 
institutos religiosos a implementar estrate-
gias a largo plazo para su jubilación. La 
NRRO también distribuyó cerca de 3 mil-
lones de dólares en asistencia financiera es-
pecífica dirigida a proyectos de auto-ayuda, 
como instalaciones de salud colaborativas, 
emprendidas por institutos religiosos.

La crisis de los fondos de pensión 
para religiosos se desarrolló a medida que 
cambiaba la composición demográfica de 
los institutos religiosos, pues actualmente 
hay más miembros de mayor edad que 
jóvenes. El problema se agrava con los 
elevados costos de los servicios de salud, 
los cuales se han disparado. Hoy día, en 
EE.UU.  hay más de 35.000 religiosos y 
religiosas con edades por encima de 70 
años, de los cuales más de 5.500 requieren 
cuidados especializados.

Históricamente, los religiosos y religio-
sas de edad avanzada trabajaron durante 
años por salarios muy bajosque fueron rein-
vertidos ensus ministerios, como escuelas y 
agencias de servicios sociales. En el pasado, 
cuando había suficientes miembros jóvenes 
que se ocupaban de cuidar a los mayores, 
la jubilación no era una prioridad.

Se espera que en los próximos 10 a 15 
años el número de religiosos con edades 
entre 25 y 74 años decline de manera pro-
nunciada y que el ingreso de los institutos 
religiosos decaiga precipitadamente. 

Para más información, visite www.
retiredreligious.org.

En 1963 cuando estaba en la escuela de 
postgrados de la Universidad de Colum-
bia, vivía con mi esposa, Penny, y nuestros 
tres hijos, quienes tenían 7 y 3 años y 6 
meses, en un pequeño departamento de un 
solo dormitorio en el Bronx.

Tenía una beca de la Fundación Ford 
que apenas pagaba la cuota, alquiler y 
comestibles. Al acercarse la Navidad, 
nos dimos cuenta que no teníamos el 
espacio ni el dinero para comprar el árbol 
de Navidad.

Por eso le llegó la idea a Penny de 
pegar las cartas de Navidad en la pared en 
la figura de un árbol y poner los regalos 
para los niños debajo en el suelo.

En Albuquerque, donde habíamos 
vivido antes de mudarnos a Nueva York, 
yo había servido en el consejo parroquial 
y Penny y yo éramos miembros del Mo-
vimiento Familiar Cristiano. Teníamos 
muchos amigos y una extensa familia 
de quienes esperamos correo para la 
Navidad.

Pero día tras día paso y no recibimos 
las tarjetas que esperábamos. Por fin, en el 
último día de reparto de correo cuando ya 
nos desesperábamos, llegaron suficientes 
cartas de Navidad para hacer la figura del 
árbol. Fue un símbolo clave de lo que 
significa la fiesta.

El desafío de la Navidad: 
Unión del mundo entero

La celebración del nacimiento de Jesús 
nos une con nuestros amigos y familia. Es 
la temporada del año cuando contamos 
recibir noticias de aquellos más cerca y 
queridos. Las tarjetas de Navidad vienen 
hasta de conocidos que normalmente no 
nos escriben. Hay algo en esta fiesta que 
quiere recoger a todos. Realizamos otra 
vez que pertenecemos a una familia, una 
comunidad, una red de amistad y amor.

Aún, la Navidad nos reta ir allende 
de familia, amigos y conocidos y abrazar 
toda la familia humana. Por eso los ánge-
les proclamaron en la primera Navidad: 
“Gloria a Dios en las alturas y paz a todos 
los hombres de buena voluntad”.

Esa invitación abarca a todas las razas, 
incluso los extranjeros e inmigrantes entre 
nosotros. Quedamos muy lejos de realizar 
ese ideal.

Hispanos de Estados Unidos con raíces 
en Latinoamérica y el Caribe tienen una 
linda tradición de regresar a su patria para 
la Navidad.

Para un pueblo que a menudo encuen-
tra rechazo aquí, el volver es un modo 
de experimentar otra vez lo que significa 
bienvenida, ser valorado y querido.

Es así como la gente recarga su digni-
dad humana, sana y nutre su auto-estima, 
para volver otra vez al ruedo de su lucha 
por vida y por el futuro de sus hijos.

La canción “I’ll be home for Christ-
mas” (Estaré en mi casa para la Navidad) 
toca el corazón humano porque reconoce 
que para quizás la mayoría de nosotros, 
volver es caso de repasar nuestras memo-
rias y recordar nuestros sueños.

Sin embargo, el hogar al fin y al cabo 
no es sólo el lugar que dejamos sino 
también lo que portamos con nosotros: 
valores, cultura, fe, experiencias e historia 
familiar. No necesitamos dinero, tarjeta 
verde u otros documentos para revisitar 
ese hogar. Siempre está con nosotros. 
El teólogo hispano Fernando Segovia, 
enfocando latinos en Estados Unidos, 
escribió:

“Somos un pueblo viviendo en dos 
mundos, lejos de nuestro hogar tradicio-
nal, creando y estableciendo un nuevo 
hogar”.

Esas palabras resumen bien el desafío 
enfrentando a los cristianos cada vez que 
llega la Navidad.

Aunque lejos de nuestro hogar eterno, 
tenemos que dedicarnos a la misión que 
empezó en el establo de Belén 2,000 años 
pasados: crear y establecer el reino de Dios 
de amor y justicia por todo el mundo.

Nuestra imaginación nos revela un 
sin número de modos de desempeñar esa 
misión.
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The Pope
Speaks

Pope 
Benedict XVI

cNs photo from Reuters

By Sister Margie Lavonis, CSC
Sisters of the Holy Cross

Cutting Edge

When you read the title of this column 
you probably thought I was several weeks 
ahead of myself or that a little dementia 
has set in.  Well, I know what date it is and 
I am not losing my mind, yet!  The new 
liturgical year will begin on December 1 
and, just like many people make resolu-
tions to improve their lives at the start of 
the calendar year, the Season of Advent 
presents us with an opportunity to reflect 
on the spiritual aspect of our lives.

To deepen one’s spirituality and rela-
tionship with God takes time and patience.  
It can be a real challenge, particularly now, 
to set aside the time needed to develop our 
spiritual lives when we are surrounded 
by the materialistic aspects of the holiday 
season.  Taking some extra time to reflect 
on our relationship with the Lord takes a 
lot of discipline.  It can be so easy to let 
shopping and Christmas parties and events 
fill most of the time we are not at work 
or school.  Perhaps our culture has such 
a strong hold on us that we might as well 
wait until the holidays are over to work on 
our spiritual lives.  That may sound like a 
good excuse, but I don’t think so.

Try not to fall into the trap that many 
do on the first of the year and make too 
many resolutions that are unrealistic.  It 
is better to concentrate on one or two be-
haviors that you can do.  Here are a few 
of my suggestions:

Set aside 10 or 15 minutes a day to 
read scripture.  You might want to use 
the Mass readings of the day that can be 
found in a missalette or online.  Find out 
the references and use your Bible.  (You 
might have to find it first!)  Or you may 
prefer to take one of the books of the Bible 
and read a little each day.  The more we 
read the Scriptures, the more we get to 
know God.  This may require you to get 
up a little earlier or stay up later.

Happy New Year!
Try to find and use a book that gives a 

reflection for each day.  If you don’t know 
of any, you might ask your pastor or one 
of the parish staff to suggest one.  Also, 
some Web sites provide daily meditations.  
If you don’t have time to read them on 
the computer, print and reflect on them 
sometime during the day.

Another possibility is make the time 
to join a faith sharing or Bible-sharing 
group.  If you can’t find one, get a couple 
of friends and start your own.  A good way 
to start is to read and share on the readings 
for the following Sunday.  It is a good way 
to make the Scriptures more meaningful 
to you at Mass.

Another suggestion is to spend a little 
time each evening to reflect on your day 
and how Christ was present to you in 
people or events or how you reached out 
in love to someone.  If you know you are 
going to do this each night, it might en-
courage you to become more conscious of 
Christ’s presence in your life.

You might think of other exercises that 
can help you come closer to the Lord and 
to deepen your faith.  The main thing is 
to try something and not get discouraged 
if you break your “resolution” every now 
and then.  It is like when someone is on a 
diet and slips up and eats a forbidden food.  
It’s better to start the diet again rather than 
throw up one’s hands and give up.

I don’t think our God expects any of 
us to be perfect, but I would wager that it 
gives him a great deal of pleasure to see 
that we are trying to live good Christian 
lives.

It is a blessing that God gives us so 
many opportunities to live our faith.  All 
we have to do is to do our best and con-
tinue to respond to his abundant grace.  
Happy New Year!  

Introduction continued
 (2. cont.) I am aware of the ways in 

which charity has been and continues to 
be misconstrued and emptied of meaning, 
with the consequent risk of being misinter-
preted, detached from ethical living and, 
in any event, undervalued. In the social, 
juridical, cultural, political and economic 
fields ó the contexts, in other words, that 
are most exposed to this danger ó it is eas-
ily dismissed as irrelevant for interpreting 
and giving direction to moral responsibility. 
Hence the need to link charity with truth 
not only in the sequence, pointed out by 
Saint Paul, of veritas in caritate (Eph 4:15), 
but also in the inverse and complementary 
sequence of caritas in veritate. Truth needs 
to be sought, found and expressed within 
the ìeconomyî of charity, but charity in its 
turn needs to be understood, confirmed 
and practised in the light of truth. In this 
way, not only do we do a service to char-
ity enlightened by truth, but we also help 
give credibility to truth, demonstrating its 
persuasive and authenticating power in the 
practical setting of social living. This is a 
matter of no small account today, in a social 
and cultural context which relativizes truth, 
often paying little heed to it and showing 
increasing reluctance to acknowledge its 
existence.

3. Through this close link with truth, 
charity can be recognized as an authentic 
expression of humanity and as an element 

Caritas In Veritate Encyclical
of fundamental importance in human rela-
tions, including those of a public nature. 
Only in truth does charity shine forth, only 
in truth can charity be authentically lived. 
Truth is the light that gives meaning and 
value to charity. That light is both the light 
of reason and the light of faith, through 
which the intellect attains to the natural 
and supernatural truth of charity: it grasps 
its meaning as gift, acceptance, and com-
munion. Without truth, charity degener-
ates into sentimentality. Love becomes an 
empty shell, to be filled in an arbitrary way. 
In a culture without truth, this is the fatal 
risk facing love. It falls prey to contingent 
subjective emotions and opinions, the 
word ìloveî is abused and distorted, to the 
point where it comes to mean the opposite. 
Truth frees charity from the constraints of 
an emotionalism that deprives it of rela-
tional and social content, and of a fideism 
that deprives it of human and universal 
breathing-space. In the truth, charity re-
flects the personal yet public dimension of 
faith in the God of the Bible, who is both 
Agápe and Lógos: Charity and Truth, Love 
and Word.

4. Because it is filled with truth, char-
ity can be understood in the abundance of 
its values, it can be shared and communi-
cated. Truth, in fact, is lógos which creates 
diá-logos, and hence communication and 
communion. Truth, by enabling men and 
women to let go of their subjective opin-

ions and impressions, allows them to move 
beyond cultural and historical limitations 
and to come together in the assessment of 
the value and substance of things. Truth 
opens and unites our minds in the lógos 
of love: this is the Christian proclamation 
and testimony of charity. In the present 
social and cultural context, where there is 
a widespread tendency to relativize truth, 
practising charity in truth helps people to 
understand that adhering to the values of 
Christianity is not merely useful but essen-
tial for building a good society and for true 
integral human development. A Christianity 
of charity without truth would be more or 
less interchangeable with a pool of good 
sentiments, helpful for social cohesion, 
but of little relevance. In other words, there 
would no longer be any real place for God 
in the world. Without truth, charity is con-
fined to a narrow field devoid of relations. It 
is excluded from the plans and processes of 
promoting human development of universal 
range, in dialogue between knowledge and 
praxis.

5. Charity is love received and given. 
It is ìgraceî (cháris). Its source is the well-
spring of the Father’s love for the Son, in 
the Holy Spirit. Love comes down to us 
from the Son. It is creative love, through 
which we have our being; it is redemptive 
love, through which we are recreated. Love 
is revealed and made present by Christ (cf. 
Jn 13:1) and ìpoured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spiritî (Rom 5:5). As the objects 
of God’s love, men and women become 
subjects of charity, they are called to make 
themselves instruments of grace, so as 
to pour forth God’s charity and to weave 
networks of charity.

This dynamic of charity received and 
given is what gives rise to the Church’s 
social teaching, which is caritas in veritate 
in re sociali: the proclamation of the truth 
of Christ’s love in society. This doctrine is 
a service to charity, but its locus is truth. 
Truth preserves and expresses charity’s 
power to liberate in the ever-changing 
events of history. It is at the same time the 
truth of faith and of reason, both in the 
distinction and also in the convergence of 
those two cognitive fields. Development, 
social well-being, the search for a satisfac-
tory solution to the grave socio-economic 
problems besetting humanity, all need this 
truth. What they need even more is that this 
truth should be loved and demonstrated. 
Without truth, without trust and love for 
what is true, there is no social conscience 
and responsibility, and social action ends 
up serving private interests and the logic 
of power, resulting in social fragmentation, 
especially in a globalized society at difficult 
times like the present.

Pope Benedict’s encyclicals may 
be found at:  http://www.vatican.va/
holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/
index_en.htm

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Advent 
should be a time when Christians keep track 
of the little blessings they receive each day, 
blessings that are signs of God’s love, Pope 
Benedict XVI suggested.

“To keep a kind of ‘inner diary’ of this 
love would be a beautiful and healthy task,” 
the pope said Nov. 28 as he celebrated 
evening prayer to mark the beginning of 
Advent.

God enters the life of each and every 
person, Pope Benedict said.

But in daily life, most people seem “to 
have little time for the Lord and little time 
even for ourselves. One ends up being 
absorbed in doing things,” he said.

Taking a little time each day to recog-
nize signs of God’s love reminds people 
that “God is here; he has not withdrawn 
from the world; he has not left us alone,” 
the pope said.

Pope Benedict said that if people live 
each day with their eyes open to the signs of 
God’s presence, they will be filled with joy 
as they await the final coming of the Lord.

The pope spoke about waiting and about 
Advent hope during his noon Angelus ad-
dress Nov. 29.

“The contemporary world needs hope 

Keep track of your blessings 
during Advent, pope suggests

above all; people living in developing 
countries need it, but those in economically 
advanced countries do, too,” he said.

“Seeing so many false certainties fail, 
we become aware that we need a hope 
we can trust in and that is found only in 
Christ,” the pope said. “Anyone yearning 
for freedom, for justice and for peace can 
stand tall and raise their heads, because in 
Christ freedom is near.”

During the evening prayer service Nov. 
28, the pope used his new pastoral staff, 
replacing a similar one that had been used 
by Pope Pius IX.

The new staff with a cross on top is a 
gift from a Rome-based Catholic fraternal 
organization; it is 6 feet tall and weighs 
5.5 pounds. The paschal lamb, a symbol of 
the risen Christ, is in the center of the front 
of the cross and the four Gospel writers 
-- Matthew, Mark, Luke and John — are 
represented on its four points.

The Chi Rho — the X and the P from 
the first letters of Christ’s name in Greek 
-- are in the center of the back of the cross 
and the four points feature doctors of the 
church from the West and the East: Sts. 
Augustine and Ambrose and Sts. Athana-
sius and John Chrysostom. A ring around 
the base of the cross is inscribed with Pope 
Benedict’s name.

Pope Benedict XVI 
December 2009 Intentions

General: That children may be respected and loved and never be the victims of 
exploitation in its various forms.  

Mission: That at Christmas the peoples of the earth may recognize in the Word In-
carnate the light which illuminates every man and that the Nations may open their doors 
to Christ, the Savior of the world.  
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BRYAN, TEXAS – The director of 
the Planned Parenthood abortion center in 
Bryan/College Station, Texas, has resigned 
her job. Abby Johnson, 29, had worked at 
the clinic for eight years, but departed from 
the facility following a profound change 
of heart about abortion. The Planned 
Parenthood clinic was the location of the 
first-ever 40 Days for Life campaign in 
the fall of 2004, and the prayer and fasting 
initiative has been held outside the doors of 
Johnson’s former workplace five additional 
times since 40 Days for Life began its rapid 
spread to 282 cities across all 50 states and 
several other countries.

“This amazing conversion demonstrates 
the importance of a constant, peaceful 
prayer presence in front of abortion facili-
ties,” said David Bereit, national director of 
40 Days for Life. “From that first campaign 
in 2004, we’ve prayed for Abby – and for 
all abortion workers – that they would come 
to see what abortion really is, and that they 
would leave the deadly business. In this 
case, those prayers have been answered. 
We are so proud of Abby’s courage to leave 
the abortion industry and publicly announce 
her reasons for leaving.”

Johnson said, “I left on good terms and 
simply had a change of heart on this issue. 
Over the past few months I had seen a 
change in motivation regarding the finan-
cial impact of abortions and really reached 
my breaking point after witnessing a par-
ticular kind of abortion on an ultrasound.”

In the wake of her departure, Planned 
Parenthood had gone to court to seek a 
restraining order against both Johnson and 
the Coalition for Life, the local group that 
originated 40 Days for Life and continued 
regular prayer vigils in front of the clinic 

Planned Parenthood director quits abortion 
business – experiences conversion at 

starting place of “40 Days for Life” 
for the past five years. A court hearing on 
the order, which addresses disclosure of 
confidential information, was scheduled in 
a Texas court on November 10. 

According to the Nov 11 issue of The 
Bryan-College Station Eagle, “Planned 
Parenthood’s attempt to block a former 
director from disclosing details of her eight 
years with the Bryan clinic failed Tuesday 
in a Brazos County courtroom.”

Shawn Carney, the director of the Coali-
tion for Life and a 40 Days for Life board 
member, has been working with Johnson 
since she left her job last month. The former 
clinic director has even begun to pray out-
side the clinic where she formerly worked. 
“It’s truly been a testament to the power of 
prayer and the courage of Abby to leave a 
job she felt she could no longer do in good 
conscience,” Carney said. “It has been a joy 
for all of our volunteers who have prayed 
outside of the clinic for the conversion of 
the clinic workers to witness that conver-
sion actually happen.” 

Johnson is one of eight abortion indus-
try workers who left their jobs during the 
fifth coordinated 40 Days for Life campaign 
that concluded yesterday in 212 cities. She 
was the highest-ranking of the eight. Others 
who quit their clinic jobs included nurses, 
office staffers and security personnel. 

In addition, a Planned Parenthood 
abortion facility in Kalispell, Montana, 
announced that it will close its doors on 
November 20, citing a decline in business 
as the reason for the closure.  That clinic 
was the site of a 40 Days for Life prayer 
vigil this past spring.

Editor’s note: Please see St. Paul Se-
niors join “40 Days for Life” campaign 
p. 10.

The Most Rev. Plácido Rodríguez, 
CMF, bishop of Lubbock, left, 
welcomes Matthew D. Powell to 
the Diocese of Lubbock 2009 Red 
Mass for Members of the Judicia-
ry and Legal Professions. Powell, 
the Criminal District Attorney for 
Lubbock County Texas, recently 
spared the life of a defendant 
when,	for	the	first	time	and	with	
encouragement from the victim’s 
Catholic family, his office ac-
cepted a life without parole plea 
in a capital murder case. (Photo 
by John P. Cervantez)

LUBBOCK, Texas (CNS)—On July 
9, 2007, while unloading groceries in his 
garage, Don McCullough noticed a young 
man hurrying along the sidewalk and 
perspiring on the hot day. McCullough 
called out and offered the stranger a 
bottle of the water he was carrying in his 
grocery sack.

Alonzo Lewis took the water, left, then 
returned. He robbed and killed Don Mc-
Cullough, stabbing the 73-year-old retired 
Air Force colonel more than 30 times.

McCullough’s wife, Margaret Mary, 
heard the commotion and called 911. 
When Lewis, now 27, was arrested at his 
workplace, holding some of McCullough’s 
property, the local media reported wide-
spread shock and outrage.

More than two years later, Margaret 
Mary McCullough confronted her hus-
band’s murderer and the story, once again, 
caused an uproar. This time, however, it 

Lubbock bishop applauds mercy 
shown by widow of murder victim

wasn’t shock and outrage. It was astonish-
ment and awe. She told Lewis that she has 
forgiven him.

Lewis pleaded guilty and was sen-
tenced to life without the possibility of 
parole in mid-September. Lubbock County 
Criminal District Attorney Matt Powell 
offered the deal after speaking with Mc-
Cullough’s family.

Don and Margaret Mary McCullough 
were “among the most devout and active 
Catholics in the Diocese of Lubbock,” said 
Deacon Leroy Behnke, diocesan director 
of communications. “In addition to serving 
in just about every ministry and on just 
about every committee in their home par-
ish, Don McCullough had the distinction 
of serving as the very first president of 
the Diocesan Pastoral Council. I’ve heard 
several people say it was Don’s heartfelt 
commitment to the corporal works of 
mercy that brought about his, their word, 
‘martyrdom.’”

Last September, Father Jerry Kenney, 
the pastor of St. John Neumann in Lub-
bock, and parish leaders invited Bishop 
Plácido Rodríguez of Lubbock to preside 
at a dedication ceremony for the Don Mc-
Cullough Education Center, a new class-
room addition to their church facilities.

After learning of the kindness she 
extended to her husband’s killer, Bishop 
Rodríguez wrote a letter to Margaret Mary 
McCullough, thanking her for the witness 
given by her family.

“Despite enduring unimaginable, 
heartbreaking grief, you (Margaret Mary) 
and members of your family displayed 
remarkable grace as you addressed Alonzo 
Lewis after he pled guilty to murdering 
the father of your children,” wrote the 
bishop. “When you said you hoped he 
would accept Jesus into his life and go to 
heaven when he dies so he would have the 
opportunity to face Don ‘once again and 
tell him how sorry you are,’ you spoke 
with the countercultural conviction of a 
true saint.”

Bishop Rodríguez later met with 
Powell to commend him for his role in 
the agreement. During their visit, the 
bishop presented Powell with a copy of 
“Responsibility, Rehabilitation and Res-
toration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime 
and Criminal Justice,” a statement by the 
U.S. Catholic bishops.

“Bishop Rodríguez says that our soci-
ety’s response to crime is a challenge for 
our Church – and a moral test for our na-
tion,” said Deacon Behnke. “He is grateful 
to District Attorney Powell for his willing-
ness to accept life without parole instead of 
execution for Alonzo Lewis. The bishops’ 
statement explains our Catholic teachings 
and advocacy and explains the reasons for 
his gratitude.”

Members of the McCullough family 
said they have thanked the district attorney 
for helping them through such a difficult 
time and allowing them to move on.
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BALTIMORE—The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
approved a pastoral letter on marriage, a 
document on reproductive technologies, 
and a proposed revision to the directives 
that guide Catholic health care services on 

Bishops Approve Items on Marriage, Reproductive 
Technologies, Medically Assisted Nutrition and Hydration

November 17, the second day of their 2009 
Fall General Assembly.

 “Marriage: Life and Love in the Divine 
Plan,” the foundational document of the 
U.S. bishops’ pastoral initiative on mar-
riage, passed with 180 in favor, 45 opposed 
and three bishops abstaining. The final 
document can be found online at: http://
www.usccb.org/laity/LoveandLife/

A document on reproductive tech-
nologies, “Life-Giving Love in an Age of 
Technology,” which addresses Catholic 
teaching on a range of infertility treatments, 
passed with 220 in favor, 4 opposed and 3 
abstaining. The document looked at mor-
ally problematic procedures including in 
vitro fertilization, embryo adoption, sperm 

and egg donation and surrogacy and rec-
ommended therapeutic means that help a 
couple conceive through sexual intercourse 
rather than replacing the act itself.

The bishops also approved revision to 
the directive dealing with medically assist-
ed nutrition and hydration of the Ethical and 
Religious Directives for Catholic Health 
Care Services. The revised directive, which 
passed with 219 in favor, four opposed and 
1 abstaining, takes into account elaborations 
on Catholic teaching by Pope John Paul II 
and the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith in Rome predated by the current 
directives. It states more strongly the need 
to provide food and water even to patients 
in a persistent vegetative state.

youNg mAN TRiEs oN cHRisTmAs cAp AT mARKET iN BETHlE-
HEm—Catholic	Palestinian	Yashou	Gattas,	18,	tries	on	a	Christmas	cap,	while	
Reem Baboun, 20, laughs at a stand for The Catholic Action Center, at a Christmas 
market in Manger Square outside the Church of Nativity in Bethlehem, West 
Bank, Nov. 29. (CNS photo/ Debbie Hill)

WASHINGTON—The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops urged 
the Senate to make essential changes 
its health reform bill in order to keep in 
place federal law on abortion funding and 
conscience protection on abortion, protect 
access to health care for immigrants and 
include strong provisions for adequate 
affordability.

The bishops called the Senate health 
care bill an “enormous disappointment” 
that creates new and unacceptable fed-
eral policy for funding and coverage of 
abortions, as well as rights of conscience. 
Bishop William Murphy, Cardinal Daniel 
DiNardo and Bishop John Wester voiced 
their wish for better health care reform 
legislation in a November 20 letter to the 
Senate. They chair the bishops’ Committees 
on Domestic Justice and Human Develop-
ment, Pro-Life Activities and Migration, 
respectively.

The letter, which was accompanied with 
a fact sheet on the House Stupak Amend-
ment (http://www.usccb.org/mr/medi-
atalk/StupakAmendmentFactsheet.pdf), 
urged Senators to improve the Senate health 
care bill in the key areas of affordability, 
immigration, federal funding and coverage 
of abortion and conscience rights.

According to the bishops, the bill 
“does not live up to President Obama’s 
commitment of barring the use of federal 
dollars for abortion and maintaining current 
conscience laws.” They cited an “abortion 

U.S. Bishops Voice Disappointment 
in Senate Health Bill

surcharge” that would force insurance 
purchasers to pay for other people’s abor-
tions, provisions that would allow the HHS 
Secretary to mandate unlimited abortion 
coverage nationwide, and that the bill does 
not even allow for religious institutions to 
offer their own employees coverage that 
conforms to their institution’s teaching.

“The Catholic bishops have advocated 
for decades for affordable and accessible 
health care for all, especially the poor and 
marginalized,” the bishops said. “The Sen-
ate bill makes great progress in covering 
people in our nation. However, the Senate 
bill would still leave over 24 million people 
in our nation without health insurance. This 
is not acceptable.”

The bishops encouraged expanding 
Medicaid eligibility for those living at 133 
percent or lower of the federal policy level. 
They also urged an end to the five-year ban 
on legal immigrants for accessing federal 
health benefits programs and said that un-
documented persons should not be barred 
from purchasing insurance plans with their 
own money.

 “Providing affordable and accessible 
health care that clearly reflects these fun-
damental principles is a public good, moral 
imperative and urgent national priority,” 
said the bishops.

The text of the letter can be found 
online at http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/
national/2009-11-20-ltr-usccb-health-
care-to-senate.pdf.

past faults, “which impedes their openness 
to the Holy Spirit who guides the church 
and is able to transform all human failings 
into opportunities for good.”

Pope Benedict said that even while the 
study and dialogue continue, Catholics and 
Orthodox “should already offer common 
witness by working together in the service 
of humanity, especially in defending the 
dignity of the human person, in affirming 
fundamental ethical values, in promoting 
justice and peace, and in responding to the 
suffering that continues to afflict our world, 
particularly hunger, poverty, illiteracy and 
the inequitable distribution of resources.”

He also said, “Our churches can work 
together in drawing attention to human-
ity’s responsibility for the safeguarding 
of creation,” a project to which Patriarch 
Bartholomew has dedicated much of his 
teaching, preaching and ministry.

Pope urges Catholic-
Orthodox cooperation

Continued from p. 1

Irish Christian Brothers to 
donate $243 million to help 

abuse victims
DUBLIN, Ireland (CNS) — The Irish 

Christian Brothers have announced plans 
to contribute 161 million euros ($243 
million) for assistance to victims of abuse 
in government schools and orphanages 
run by the congregation. “We understand 
and regret that nothing we say or do can 
turn back the clock for those affected by 
abuse,” said Brother Edmund Garvey, a 
member of the congregation’s leadership 
team, Nov. 25. “Our fervent hope is that 
the initiatives now proposed will assist in 
the provision of support services to former 
residents of the institutions as well as the 
facilities, resources and scope to protect, 
cherish and educate present and future gen-
erations of children.” Figures reviewed by 
a government-appointed assessment panel 
show that the brothers’ total contribution 
amounts to 67 percent of their assets. The 
remainder of the assets will be used to con-
tinue the congregation’s work educating 
37,000 young people in 96 schools around 
Ireland and for the welfare of brothers. In 
May, an independent commission on child 
abuse issued a report that said a climate of 
fear created by pervasive, excessive and 
arbitrary punishment permeated most of 
Ireland’s residential care institutions for 
children and all those run for boys from 
1940 through the 1970s. Following a June 
4 meeting with the Irish prime minister and 
other government ministers, the Christian 
Brothers and 17 other orders agreed to an 
independent audit of their assets, so that 
their ability to pay further compensation 
could be determined.

Cooperation between 
science, faith benefits 
humanity, pope says

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Galileo 
Galilei showed the world that scientists 
cannot discover the truth solely through 
empirical study, but that philosophy and 
faith are also necessary for revealing the 
true meaning of the universe, Pope Bene-
dict XVI said. “The more people realize 
how complex the cosmos is, the more nec-
essary it is to use a number of tools that are 
capable of satisfying” people’s thirst for 
knowledge, he said. The tools of philoso-
phy and theology complement scientific 
endeavors and “no conflict” exists between 
these fields, he said. The pope’s message 
to an interdisciplinary conference Nov. 30 
highlighted the “deeply religious soul” of 
the Italian astronomer who revolution-
ized the scientific method. His establish-
ment of the modern scientific method of 
observation and testing hypotheses made 
possible the great scientific advancements 
of modern times, Pope Benedict wrote. 
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As long-time advocates of health care 
reform, the U.S. Catholic bishops con-
tinue to make the moral case for genuine 
health care reform that will protect the 
life, dignity, consciences and health of all, 
especially the poor and vulnerable. 

• On November 7, the U.S. House 
of Representatives passed major health 
care reform that reaffirms the essential, 
longstanding and widely supported policy 
against using federal funds for elective 
abortion coverage. 

• It is critical that the Senate adopt 
the House-approved Stupak Amendment 
language on this issue. This Amendment 
ensures that Americans are not forced to 
pay for the destruction of unborn children 
as part of needed health care reform. 

• The Senate must address other essen-
tial moral priorities: protecting conscience 
rights; making health coverage more af-
fordable and accessible for those in need; 
and ensuring that immigrants do not lose 

or will not be denied health care coverage 
needed for the good of their families and 
the health of society. 

ACTION: Contact Senate and House 
Members through e-mail, phone calls or 
FAX letters. Tell Senators to follow the 
House’s Lead on:

Removing Abortion Funding 
Protecting Conscience Rights 
Ensure Affordable Health Coverage 
Allowing Immigrants to Purchase 

Private Health Insurance 

• To send a pre-written, instant e-mail 
to Congress go to www.usccb.org/ac-
tion. 

• Call the U.S. Capitol switchboard at: 
202-224-3121, or call your Members’ lo-
cal offices. Full contact info. can be found 
on members’ Web sites at www.house.gov 
and www.senate.gov. 

MESSAGE—SENATE: 
“Please adopt the House-approved Stu-

pak Amendment that upholds longstanding 
policies against abortion funding, and 
please protect conscience rights in health 
care reform. Health care must be made 
more affordable and accessible to those 
in need, and immigrants must not lose or 
be denied health care coverage.” 

MESSAGE—HOUSE: 
“I am pleased that the House-passed 

health care reform bill maintains the long-
standing policy against federal funding of 
abortion. Please work to ensure that this 
essential provision is included in any final 
bill sent to the President.” 

WHEN: The Senate schedule is uncer-
tain. Act today! Thank you! 

For more information on proposed 
legislation and the bishops’ position on 
authentic health care reform, visit: www.
usccb.org/healthcare. 

U.S. House Keeps Abortion 
Funding Out of Health Care Reform 

As a new mom, I have come to marvel 
at the grace of Mary. As I prepared for 
labor, I found myself reflecting on Mary’s 
sacrifices.  I remembered a conversation 
with a dear friend who happens to be a 
non-Catholic. I was surprised one day to 
see that she created the most beautiful Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in sidewalk chalk on 
her back deck. When I asked her if she 
was a closet Catholic, she replied, “Hey, 
I admire Mary not just because God chose 
her to carry Jesus, but also because she 
rode through the desert on the back of a 
camel during labor. That commands the 
respect of all mothers.” As the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception approaches, it is 
easy to see that Mary serves as a model not 
only to mothers, but to all. While none of 
us has the advantage of being born without 
sin, we can strive and pray for her grace.

I’ve been thinking about that conversa-
tion lately as we urge Congress to enact 
comprehensive immigration reform, es-
pecially as Christmas approaches. Joseph 
and Mary had the courage to flee their 
home and cross a border to protect their 
child. Thousands of modern families 
around the world make this same choice 
to flee and globally and they are often met 
with disdain. Yet the Church supports the 
right of people to migrate to support their 
families. Do we as individuals and fami-
lies show compassion to these struggling 
families? Do we see Mary and Joseph in 
them and their struggles to protect their 
families? Furthermore, are we able to see 
the value in learning from the strong fam-
ily values that our immigrant brothers and 

By Jennifer Allmon
Associate Director

Texas Catholic conference

Capital Comments

Full of Grace
sisters have to share? 

 At the local level, there are pregnancy 
care centers throughout the state of Texas 
that recently lost funding for their work 
with undocumented expectant families. 
What better way to honor Mary this year 
than to make a donation to these pregnancy 
programs. Like the innkeeper who offered 
the stable, they welcome God’s children 
every day. Contact your local Catholic 
Charities or diocesan Respect Life pro-
gram to find a local center. 

Nationally, you have the opportunity to 
advocate for comprehensive immigration 
reform with the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Our flawed 
immigration system divides families based 
on citizenship status. The bishops will 
be asking that our nation’s immigration 
system be repaired by passing immigra-
tion reform legislation. They will be 
supporting policies that: keep immigrant 
families together, adopt smart and humane 
enforcement policies, and ensure that im-
migrants without legal status register with 
the government and begin a path toward 
citizenship. For more information on the 
Church’s teaching on immigration reform 
or to add your voice to the advocacy, visit 
www.JusticeForImmigrants.org.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee. This year at Christmas, may 
the Lord be with us and grant us a frac-
tion of your grace that we may welcome 
the strangers among us and meet Christ 
in them. We pray also that when we are 
strangers, we will find welcome and meet 
Christ in those receiving us.

Imagine giving a gift that saves a 
baby’s life.

You can with Safe Motherhood Kits 
from IMA WorldHealth.  In the develop-
ing world, childbirth often ends in tragedy, 
for mothers and babies.  According to the 
UN’s World Health Organization (WHO) 
one of the leading causes is infection, often 
from unsanitary conditions.  These infec-
tions and deaths are preventable. 

A Safe Motherhood Kit provides all 
the items needed for one safe birth.  Moth-
ers receive the clean and sterile supplies 
and critical training they need to prevent 
infection, while babies get warm clothes 
to protect them post-birth.  

The cost to save a life?  $25.   
And you can feel good while you’re 

doing good.  For the second year in a row, 
IMA WorldHealth has been recognized by 
Forbes magazine as one of the 20th “Most 
Efficient” charities in the US.  Your gift 
will go to protect mothers giving birth, as 

Help save newborn lives
well as the newborns.  

IMA World Health works collabora-
tively with other non-governmental health 
and development organizations on large 
initiatives funded by the US Agency for 
International Development, the World 
Bank, and private foundations. Such col-
laborative projects allow a team of inter-
national organizations to come together, 
each providing unique technical expertise 
and health care knowledge, resulting in 
a comprehensive response to health care 
problems.

Some of our key partners include: 
Catholic Relief Services (www.crs.org) 
and Catholic Medical Mission Board 
(www.cmmb.org).

To purchase a Safe Motherhood Kit 
and give the gift of new life, visit http://
www.imaworldhealth.org/Donation/
SecureDefault.aspx or call toll-free at  
1-877-241-7952.

WASHINGTON—For the second 
consecutive year, the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
has created a Web site www.usccb.org/
advent/ with suggestions for daily prayer, 
reading, reflection and action throughout 
the Advent and Christmas seasons.

The focal points of the site are the 
interactive calendars for the Advent 
season, which began with the first Sun-
day of Advent, November 29, and the 
Christmas season, which ends on January 
12 with the celebration of the Baptism of 
the Lord. Clicking on each date on the 
calendar brings up a menu of resources 
for reading, prayer, reflection and ac-
tion. Another highlight of the site is the 
Festival of Lesson and Carols, which can 

Advent/Christmas Season Web site 
Offers Resources for Prayer, Reflection

be heard live online or downloaded for 
later listening.

The Web site includes biographies 
from Catholic News Service on many 
of the saints whose feasts are celebrated 
during the Advent and Christmas seasons 
along with audio “Saint of the Day” pod-
casts from Franciscan Radio. 

Other resources on the Web site include 
a list of recommend holiday-themed mov-
ies from the USCCB’s Office for Film 
and Broadcasting, prayers and blessings 
from the USCCB publication Catholic 
Household Blessings and Prayers, and 
suggestions for remembering the needs 
of immigrants and the poor throughout 
the season.

Ultimate
Getaways

ireland
June 29-July 8 - 2010

slide presentation Jan. 20
4:00 p.m. at Heritage center

port lavaca (10 seats remaining)

New Zealand cruise  
Jan. 2011 ~ Deposit due Jan. 2010
This one has a wonderful price!

mystery Tour
April 28 - may 4 - 2010

Please call or write for a 
complete brochure.

pathways with patti
334 Jurek Road

port lavaca, TX 77979
361.552.2695 or 361.920.3216
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holidays.  Admission is $3 for adults and $1 for children 
under 12.  The fort is handicapped accessible.  For more 
information call (361) 645-3752 or see the Web site at www.
presidiolabahia.org.  

Engaged Encounter—Register as soon as you have contacted 
your pastor due to limited space.  It is strongly recommended 
that you attend an encounter weekend four to six months prior to 
your wedding date.  For a registration form, contact your pastor, 
visit the Web site at  www.victoriadiocese.org/family/ee.htm, 
or write to:  Engaged Encounter, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, Texas 
77903.  The weekend is held at the Spiritual Renewal Center.  
The dates for 2010 are:  Feb. 26-28, April 16-18, June 25-27, 
Sept. 24-26 and Nov. 19-21.  For more info., call (361) 573-
0828 ext. 30.  All registrations are on a first come, first serve 
basis.  Fee must accompany registration form.

Picnics, Activities, etc.  
December

Victoria—KJZT Society 101 Christmas Party Dec. 6 at Our Lady 
of Victory School Cafeteria starting at 2:00 p.m.  The meal will 
be served at 4:00 p.m.  Meat will be provided and members are 
asked to bring a covered side dish.  Members and families are 
invited, make reservations by calling (361) 573-2669.

Victoria–The Polyphonic Choir, directed by Freddie Serna, will 
perform a Christmas Concert with the Memorial High School 
Jazz Band Thursday, Dec. 10, 7:00 p.m., at St. Mary’s Church 
located at 402 S. Main.

Yoakum–Holy Cross Lutheran Church, located near the intersec-
tion of alternate State Highway 77 and State Highway 111, 
will host a drive-through Nativity on Sun., Dec. 13, from 6 to 
8 p.m. There will be a cast of 40 actors dressed in the garb of 
Jesus’ day and live animals. Signs with Scripture will tell the 
story depicted in each of the eleven scenes, from the scene of 
Caesar Augustus to the stable of Jesus’ birth.  For more infor-
mation, call Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 361-293-3033

Goliad–A Christmas Concert with The Polyphonic Choir, di-
rected by Freddie Serna, and the Goliad High School Band will 
be held Monday, Dec. 14, at 7:00 p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Church, located at 238 N. Commercial.

Victoria—Knights of Columbus Council 1329 chicken-barbecue 
fund-raiser Dec. 20 at the KC Hall (3610 N. Ben Wilson).  The 
price is $6 per chicken.  Beans and Spanish rice are available 
for $1.50 per pint.  Sale starts at 8:30 a.m.  Proceeds benefit 
various council projects.

Upcoming Events 
Shiner—Taste of Texas Gala benefiting Sts. Cyril and Methodius 

Religious Education Endowment Fund Jan. 16, 2010.  This 
year’s theme is a Chinese New Year’s Party with a Taste of 
Texas meal.  Looking for sponsors who will be listed on the Web 
site immediately.  Check out the Web site for more information 
at www.shinertasteoftexas.com.

Hungerford—KJT Society #79 and KJZT Soceity #57 will be 
hosting their Annual Barbecue-Chicken and Sausage Dinner, 
March 7 at the community center.  Serving begins at 10:30 
a.m., dine-in or plates-to-go will be available.  There will 
be an auction, free dance until 5:00 p.m. with music by The 
Texas Legacy Czech Band.

Masses • Retreats • Conferences
Victoria — The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sac-

rament Amor Meus Spirituality Center will offer Advent and 
Lenten Vespers, Retreat Days with quiet reflection, prayer and 
Liturgy. Come and enjoy God’s nature and experience peace 
and quiet. UPCOMING EVENTS:  Advent Vespers on the 
four Sundays of Advent from 5:00-6:00 p.m.; Taizé Prayer 
Experience Thursday, January 14 and 21 from 7 – 8 p.m.; 
Lenten Vespers on the six Sundays of Lent from 5:00-6:00 
p.m.; Future Retreat Days: February 20, April 24, and October 
9. Register by calling (361) 575-7111. Events located at the 
Incarnate Word Convent, 1101 N.E. Water Street, Victoria.  
Park in front of convent and follow the signs to the event. 

Tivoli—Our Lady of Guadalupe Church invites you to a Healing 
Mass and Prayer Service every First Friday of the month at 

Special Collections
Tri-Conference Fund for retired Religious - Dec. 13

Ongoing Events
To see the full listing of all on-going ministries within the Diocese 

of Victoria, see the diocesan calendar at: www.jiavic.com/
misc/calendar.htm or call the office for information at (361) 
573-0828.

Mini-Life-Chain—In Victoria every Wednesday before the 
2nd Thursday of each month.  Call (361) 578-2506 or (361) 
578-2002 for time and intersection location.

St. Francis and St. Clare Fraternity/Secular Franciscans 
– For meeting dates call Mary Ann LeBlanc at (361) 575-
1858.

Our Lady of the Rosary Fraternity Emerging/Secular Fran-
ciscans— meets every other Wednesday from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
For dates and location call Jay Howard at (361) 574-8487.

Marriage Encounter—Marriage Encounter weekend is held 
at the Spiritual Renewal Center.  For more information or to 
register, write or call Milton and Diane Rejcek, 2512 Hillcrest, 
Bay City, Texas 77414; (979) 245-0323; register@mevictoria.
org www.mevictoria.org

Retrouvaille — The word Retrouvaille means ‘rediscovery.’  
It is a program that offers the chance to rediscover yourself, 
your spouse and a loving relationship in your marriage. Tens 
of thousands headed for divorce have successfully saved their 
marriages by attending.  Contact Gerd and Linda Conner 
(979) 543-3493 or (800) 470-2230 for more information.  For 
dates in Texas, please go to www.retrouvaille.org or www.
helpourmarriage.org.

The Beginning Experience—The Beginning Experience is 
an international ministry that helps divorced, separated and 
widowed individuals resolve their grief surrounding the loss 
of a marriage partner.  It is a ministry of the San Antonio 
Archdiocese Family Life Office. For more information, go 
to their Web site:  www.beginningexperience.org; e-mail:  
sanantoniobe@yahoo.com; phone:  (210) 734-2146.

Singles — Catholic Singles, 40 and over, meet every second 
and fourth Thursday of the month at Holy Family Education 
Building at 7:00 p.m.  Call Georgia (361) 573-9435, or Jean 
at (361) 578-8760, or Sue at (361) 578-3106.

Young Adults—Between the ages of 21 and 45 meet for an 
evening of fellowship and good company every 1st and 3rd 
Thursday at Holy Family at 7:00 p.m.  Call Jim Wearden at 
(361) 579-9737 or (361) 649-9157.

ACTS Retreats—For information on ACTS retreats, please 
go to ACTS Web site at www.actsmissions.org.  For more 
information about the ACTS community movement in the 
El Campo Deanery, to download an upcoming ACTS retreat 
application, or to submit/view the prayer requests across the 
El Campo Deanery, please visit their site at http://ecdean-
eryacts.org/. 

Natural Family Planning—For English or bilingual sessions of 
the Sympto-Thermal Method (S-TM) in Palacios, call Rene 
and Wilma Galvan at (361) 972-5030.  Available for counsel-
ing and classes.  For information about the Sympto-Thermal 
Method in the Victoria area, contact Rudy and Estella De Los 
Santos (361) 894-6950.  Introductory presentations on the 
Creighton Model Ovulation Method are offered in Wharton 
at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and in East Bernard at 
Holy Cross Catholic Church.  Please contact Melissa Morse at 
(979) 335-7306 for more information or to register for classes.  
To learn more about Natural Family Planning, please go to 
Natural Family Planning Outreach at:   www.nfpoutreach.
org. Natural Family Planning is the only church approved 
form of family planning.  

Goliad—Presidio La Bahia Museum and Visitor Center —a 
National Historic Landmark — is the only Spanish fort in 
the possession of the Catholic Church in North America. A 
tour program is available to groups.  The Presidio is open 
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is closed on major 

7:00 p.m.  Mass is followed by praise and worship/adoration, 
healing prayers, praying over, etc.  Counseling available. For 
more information, please contact Rev. Gabriel P. Coelho at 
(361) 286-3349.

Houston—Coming Events at Holocaust Museum Houston – Edu-
cation Center and Memorial: www.hmh.org/pc_home.asp.

Flatonia–The third annual celebration of the Feast Day of the 
Holy Innocents will take place in the chapel of the monument 
at Raphael’s Refuge on Monday, December 28, at 2 p.m.  The 
Mass will be celebrated by Father Joe Hybner of Flatonia with 
Msgr. Edward Bartsch of Praha concelebrating.  Following 
the Mass, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be prayed.  The 
monument is located two miles west of Flatonia, at 2715 W. 
US Hwy. 90.  For more information, contact Midge at 361-
865-3021(hm), 361-258-1514 (cell), or raphaelsrefuge@att.
net.  The Web site is www.raphaelsrefuge.org.

Edna—A Celebration of Life, a Pro-Life Event on Wed., Jan. 
20 at Jackson County Services Building, 411 N. Wells St., 
7:00-8:00 p.m.,  sponsored by Catholic Daughters of the 
Americas #1350 and St. Agnes Parish.  All church ministers, 
youth, parents, grandparents and adults from Jackson County 
are invited to attend.  No admission will be charged and re-
freshments will be served.

Victoria–The 11th annual  “A Gathering of Women: To See 
Thee More Clearly...the Deeper Teachings of Jesus” with 
Paula D’Arcy will be held Sunday, January 24, through 
Wednesday, January 27, 2010, at the Spiritual Renewal 
Center in Victoria. This retreat is limited to only 25 women.  
The retreat cost is $380, which includes all meals and single 
occupancy lodging for three nights.  Reservations are on a 
first come basis and will be reserved by the date deposits of 
$100 are received.  For more information on Paula D’Arcy, 
go to: www.redbirdfoundation.com; for more information 
on retreat, contact Susan Oakley at (361) 576-1515 or e-mail 
smoak53@msn.com.

SAN ANTONIO - Join in the giving spirit and give 
blood this holiday season. Every day, the South Texas 
Blood & Tissue Center (STBTC) needs to collect 600 units 
of blood. Each donated pint of blood can save as many as 
three lives and STBTC encourages all eligible donors to 
give the gift of life regularly. 

Patients like Maria Garcia, who used donated blood 
products over the course of six months to fight an illness, 
and Christopher Pinkerton, a sickle cell anemia patient 
who uses blood regularly, have used donated blood to 
help keep them alive. They are truly grateful for giving 
blood donors.

“I am able to do simple tasks once again because of 
donors. I think they have hearts as big as Texas if they can 
think of somebody else and donate,” said Garcia. 

“All we can do is thank people for donating. Every 
month, someone’s blood saves my son’s life,” said Callie 
Jones, Pinkerton’s mother.

Give a different gift this holiday season and give 
someone the gift of life by donating blood. Visit one of 
the following drives to donate in December:
Victoria: 

Devereux Victoria
Thursday, Dec. 10; 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
In the parking lot; 120 David Wade Dr.
 
Zion Lutheran Church - Mission Valley
Sunday, Dec. 13; 8:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
In the parking lot; 12183 FM 236
 
KC’s of Holy Family Catholic Church
Sunday, Dec. 13; 8:15 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
In the church meeting room; 704 Mallette
 
Victoria Advocate
Tuesday, Dec. 15; 8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
In the green room; 311 E. Constitution
 
Quail Tools
Friday, Dec. 18; 7:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
In the parking lot; 7701 US HWY 59N
 

Bloomington:
Bloomington High School
Thursday, Dec. 17; 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
In the new cafeteria; FM 616
 

Vanderbilt:
Industrial High School
Monday, Dec. 14; 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
In the parking lot; 411 5th St.

Anyone 16 years old, weighing 120 pounds (with a 
parental consent form), or at least 17 years old weighing 
110 pounds, and in good general health can donate blood. 
It is recommended to eat iron-rich foods before donating 
and to drink plenty of fluids to keep the body hydrated. 
Donors must present identification. Visit www.southtex-
asblood.org for more information.

South Texas Patients are 
Thankful for Blood Donors

Lavish, well-crafted but frequently eerie 3-D animated adaptation of Charles Dickens’ classic 1843 novella in which 
miserly misanthrope Ebenezer Scrooge (voice of Jim Carrey) is urged to change his ways by the tortured specter of 
his late business partner (voice of Gary Oldman) and by the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come (all 
voiced by Carrey). Though free of objectionable content, and unabashed about the Christian context of its conversion 
story, writer-director Robert Zemeckis’ largely faithful retelling features images and special effects likely to disturb 
the most sensitive youngsters. Also shown in Imax. The USCCB Office for Film & Broadcasting classification is A-I 
— general patronage. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG — parental guidance suggested. Some 
material may not be suitable for children. 
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“A Christmas Carol” (Disney)
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Lowly Shepherd
Lowly shepherd, with his sheep, on rolling countryside; 
With wooden staff, he cares for them - most humble, worthy guide. 
A strip of leather wraps his feet to keep his sandals set; 
A	weathered	robe	flows	round	him	in	a	moonlight	silhouette.	

Uneducated, simple, there’s a beard upon his face; 
Humility	has	given	him	a	heart	that’s	filled	with	grace.	
He	wants	for	nothing	–	pleased	to	guard	his	flock	through	day	and	night,	
Not knowing he’s been chosen to receive a gift tonight. 

He	gathers	near	another,	as	their	flock	is	resting,	still;	
They watch in silence in the night - on guard upon the hill. 
A	little	fire,	glowing,	brings	some	comfort	in	the	night;	
When overhead, the darkened sky is pierced with holy light…. 

Their faces tell of terror as they stumble to their knees; 
The	blazing	light	of	glory	has	them	wishing	they	could	flee.	
But in their fear, an angel comes with news of greatest joy – 
“Fear not, for near, in Bethlehem, is born a little boy! 

“A Saviour for the world – greatest gift from God on high – 
Is	given	you	in	silence	on	this	oh,	most	holy	nigh’!”	
A multitude of angels then proclaims the blessed birth, 
With glories sung to God and hopes for peace upon the earth. 

In faith, they go together, with the news of birth, His gift – 
In search of such a wonder, to the holy star they drift. 
The	little	town	of	Bethlehem	is	where	they	find	the	Child,	
Asleep atop a manger, with a pure, angelic smile.
 
A	mule	and	a	donkey	fill	the	corners	of	the	cave;	
A cow is breathing warmly on the One who came to save. 
His	mother	and	his	father	kneel	upon	the	strawy	floor;	
Between them, so serenely, lies the One that they adore. 

The simple shepherd enters, humbly kneeling ‘fore the Lord, 
“I	give	to	you	my	heart	–	the	only	gift	I	can	afford.”	
A smile from the Babe, with favor for the gift received, 
Gives jubilation to the man who heard and then believed. 

Rising, then, he leaves to share the gift he’s found this night; 
An overwhelming joy is spread through morning’s coming light. 
The promise of salvation has appeared upon the earth, 
Arriving Christmas morning with the holy child’s birth. 

Lowly shepherd, chosen for a gift of consequence; 
The	angel’s	proclamation,	he	embraced	in	confidence.	
Believing,	he	was	first	to	see	God’s	gift	on	Christmas	morn’	–	
Salvation in a stable where the baby Christ was born. 

By Derek Becher © January, 2007
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, Sherwood Park, Alberta, Canada 

KNigHTs musEum HosTs EXHiBiT oN BiRTH of cHRisT—The “Na-
tivity	and	the	Adoration	of	the	Shepherds,”	a	painting	attributed	to	Bartoleme	
Esteban Murillo, is among the artworks presented at the Knights of Columbus 
Museum in New Haven, Conn., 2001. (CNS photo courtesy Knights of Colum-
bus Museum)

By Father Peter J. Daly 
Catholic News Service 

“Oh Christmas!”
That is what my 89-year-old mother 

says sometimes when she is overwhelmed. 
It probably is an old-fashioned “circumlo-
cution” (literally “speaking around”). It’s 
a way of letting off steam without taking 
the Lord’s name in vain.

But it expresses the way a lot of people 
feel about Christmas: overwhelmed.

It doesn’t have to be this way, of 
course. We have done this to ourselves.

Many Christians down through the 
ages didn’t even celebrate Christmas.

The Puritan settlers forbade the cel-
ebration of Christmas. It was seen as 
a Papist holy day, filled with useless 
frivolity. They saw no point in enjoying 
themselves.

It was 19th-century England, by way 
of people like Charles Dickens, that gave 
Christmas its modern form.

But the 19th-century Christmas was 
far simpler than ours. For one thing, it was 
only 12 days, not two months. Remember 
that Bob Cratchit in Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” only asked for Christ-
mas Day off the day before. And Scrooge 
did not think he should give it to him.

Most of the stuff we identify as part of 
the Christmas celebration is very recent 
and not very Christian.

The only essential to celebrate is the 
Incarnation.

We want to celebrate our faith that 
God entered into our time and our space 
and our human condition. He cares about 
us. By coming among us, he says we are 
valuable to him.

That really is something to celebrate.
We are not “lost in the cosmos,” as 

Walker Percy said in his book by the same 
title. We are remembered and wanted by 
no less a person than God himself, who 
took on our flesh.

The only essential of Christmas is to 
celebrate that.

For Catholics the most important part 

Oh Christmas! 
of the Christmas celebration should be 
the liturgies of the season. If we plan our 
Christmas around anything, it should be 
the Liturgy (Mass).

Oddly, I find that more and more the 
Liturgy is an afterthought in the planning 
of the season. Mass gets sandwiched in 
around the shopping and wrapping and 
entertaining.

A symptom of this sandwiched-in 
phenomenon is the fact that the Christmas 
Eve Masses are crowded but the Christ-
mas morning Masses are empty in many 
churches. People just don’t go to church 
much on Christmas Day. They get Mass 
“out of the way” on Christmas Eve so they 
can be free to celebrate Christmas. Odd.

Besides the Liturgy, I think the most 
important thing about Christmas is re-
membering others. This is especially 
important for children and people who 
would be otherwise forgotten.

Like most parishes, we have Christmas 
baskets and dinners for the poor. We have 
a giving tree to remember the children and 
disabled in our community who won’t get 
a gift. This year we are helping a young 
widow with five children. Her husband 
died of cancer at age 30.

We also are remembering relatives and 
parishioners who are overseas in the mili-
tary by sending gift packages to their units 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. We also bought 
130 sets of sweat suits to give to injured 
soldiers when they get off the plane from 
the wars; this is to keep them warm while 
they wait to be transferred onward.

We’re also remembering some people 
who are in prison. Just because people 
are gone, should not mean they are for-
gotten.

What about the rest of the stuff? It 
doesn’t really matter. If it stresses you 
out, forget it.

Christian feast days are not meant to be 
a burden. They are supposed to be a joy.

When we exclaim “Oh Christmas!” 
it is not exasperation but exultation: Oh 
Christmas!!

Bishop David Fellhauer and the 
Chancery Office Staff

Wish You a Blessed Christmas!


